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§ 1631.  Definitions. 

(a)  “Department” means the Department of Lands and Natural Resources. 

(b) “Marine conservation area” or “conservation area” means any marine 

conservation area established by law to serve the purpose(s) for which it was 

established. 

(c) “Secretary” means the Secretary of the Department of Lands and Natural 

Resources. 

(d) “Division” means the Division of Fish and Wildlife. 

(e)  “UTM” means Universal Transverse Mercator. 

(f)  “Director” means the Director of Fish and Wildlife. 

(g) “Equipment” means boats, boat engines, scuba tank and apparatus or vehi-

cle. 

(h) “Gear” means fishing rod, spear guns, fins, diving mask, and floating ap-

paratus. 

(i) “Resident Directors” means the Resident Directors of the Department of 

Lands and Natural Resources for the First and Second Senatorial Districts. 

Source: PL 12-12, § 3; (f)–(i) enacted by PL 20-44 § 2 (Mar. 9, 2018).  

Commission Comment: PL 12-12 that created this article took effect on 

August 8, 2000. PL 12-12 contained short title, findings and purpose, amend-

ments, severability, and savings clauses as follows: 

Section 1. Short Title. This act may be cited as the Managaha Marine 

Conservation Act of 2000. 

Section 2. Findings and Purpose. The Legislature finds that Article 

XIV, Section 1 of the Commonwealth Constitution, mandates that “the 

marine resources shall be managed, controlled, protected and preserved 

by the Legislature for the benefit of the people.” The Legislature also 

finds that Managaha Island and its surrounding waters contain historical, 

cultural, and natural resources that must be protected. Therefore the pur-

pose of this legislation is to designate certain areas as marine conserva-

tion areas through strict management programs. These management pro-

grams shall ensure that areas such as Managaha Island and its surround-

ing waters continue to exist as protected recreational and educational are-

as; safe habitats for fish and other marine life to exist and propagate for 

the continued use and enjoyment for the people of the Commonwealth 

and its visitors. This act is the product of collaborative efforts between 

the Administration and the Legislature to correct deficiencies in a similar 

bill enacted by the Eleventh Northern Marianas Legislature. 

… 

Section 11. Amendments. 

(a) 1 CMC § 2268(c) is hereby amended to read: 

“(c) To approve and establish curricula and courses of instruction, in-

cluding marine conservation and environmental management, and admin-

https://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/12/pl12-12.pdf
https://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/20/pl20-44.pdf
https://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/12/pl12-12.pdf
https://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/12/pl12-12.pdf
http://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/cmc_section/T1/2268.pdf
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istrative policies of the Public School System, including special projects 

and federally funded programs;” 

(b) Public Law 10-57 as amended is hereby further amended to add in 

Section 2 after § 2653 a new subsection (p) to read: 

“(p) To conduct administrative adjudication for the Department and its 

subdivisions as required by law.” 

Section 12. Severability. If any section of this Act or any regulation is-

sued under the authority of this Act should be declared invalid or unen-

forceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the judicial determination 

shall not affect the validity of the Act as a whole, other than the particular 

part declared invalid or unenforceable. 

Section 13. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained here-

in shall not be construed as affecting any existing right acquired under 

contract or acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation 

or order adopted under the statutes. Repealers contained in this Act shall 

not affect any proceeding instituted under or pursuant to prior law. The 

enactment of this Act shall not have the effect of terminating, or in any 

way modifying, any liability civil or criminal, which shall already be in 

existence at the date this Act becomes effective. 
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