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JHIRD BORTHERT BARIAIAS COMIIMEALTH LEGISLATURE
SLCOND RLGULAR SESSIOH, 1982

Rl ACT

To establish a Chamaro/Carolinian language Policy Cummnission, and
for other purposes.

Of fered by Representative Jose H. Taitano

Pate:  April 7, 1982

House Action

Referred to: Committee on Health, Education and Helfare
Standing Committee Report lo. 3-49

First Reading: June 2, 1982

Scrond Reading: June 7, 1982

Final Reading: fuqust 31, 1982

Senate Action

Referred tos  Committee ona NHealth, Education, Welfare and Programs
Standing Comnittce Report lo. 3-116

First Reading: August 11, 1982

Second Reading: fugust 19, 1982.
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To establish a Chamorro/Carolinfan Language Policy Commissier, and
for olher purpeses,

BE IT ERACTED BY THE KORTHERN MARIANAS COMHMONNEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Scction 1, Short Title. This Act may be cited as the
Chamorro/Carnlinian Language Policy Commission Act of 1982 .

Section 2. Establishment. There is hereby established a
Chamorro/Carolinian Language Policy Cormission to consfst of twelve
members, s$ix Chamorros ano six Carolinians, to be appointed by the
Governor from ncminations submitted by the Director of the Chamorro
Bilingual/Bicultural Program, the Director of the Carolinian
Bilingual /Bicultural Program, and the Lxecutive Assistant for
Carolimian Afyairs.

Section 3. Composition and Tenure. A1 twelve members of the

Chamorro/Carolinian Language Policy Commission shall be of Chamorro/
Carclinian descent, conversant in either Chamorro or Carolinian, and
residents of the Commonwealth of the Horthern Hariana Islands, and at
least six members shall be women. The members of the Commission shall
serve for four years; Provided, that of the members first appointed,
three members shall serve for four years, three members shall serve
for three years, three wmenbers shall serve for two yeairs, and threo
wembers shall serve for one year, Ho member shall be appointed for
more than two consecutive terms, Determination of who shall serve
vhiat temm inftially shall be by the drawing of lots. Hembers shall

serve at the pleasure of the Governor,
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Section 4, Acts and Rules, Al decisions of the Cemmission shall
require the concurrence of four members of each respective group., The
Commission shall adopt rules and procedures to be used fa carrying out
{ts duties.,

Section 5. Compensation, Fembers of the Commission shall serve
uithout compensation but shall be reimbursed for reasonable and
necessary cxpenses incurred in the performance of their duties,
Vembers traveling on official business shall recelve per diem
compensation at established Horthern Marianas Govermaent rates.

Section 6. [Duties. It shall be the duties of the Commission to:

(2) Study the antecedents, describe the grammar and
prescribe good usages for the Chamorrof/Carolinian language;

{b) Prepare a modern and up-to-date Chamorro/Carolinian/
English dictionary;

{c) Represent the Horthern Mariana Islands in meetings

and conferences on matters dealing with the Chaworro/fCarolinian

tafyuaye;

(d} Hake recommendations to the Legislature on standard
orthography to be uscd {n schools;

{e) Research the Chamorro and Carolinian languages and
the people, and to provide such resources in the Commonwzalth
Jibrary; and

() Hake recommendations to the Legislature on policies
governing the usage of Lhe Chamorro and Carolinfan languages In

the govermment and public sectors.
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Section 7. Facilities of the Department of Pducation, The

Cocmaission {s en {ndependent organization and shal) conduct its
business as such under the rules and procedures adopted thereof, The
Comaission, however, {s authorized to use, and the Department of
tducaticn is herecby authorfzed to mike available, the facilities of
said Department, The Department shall also furnish such personnel and
Togistical assistance as the Commission shall need to carry out its
functions pursvant t{o budgetary appropriations. The Cmmnission may
also request the assistance of other executive branch departments.

Section 8, Autherization for Appropriation, There {s hereby

authorized to be appropriated such sums necessary to carry out the
purposes of this Act. The Commission may alse solicit funds from
other public and private sources,

Section 9. Arnual Report. The Cowmission shall report annuslily
to the Legislature and to the Governor the results of its work in
carrying out the provisions of this Act, Coples of such report will
2tee pe ade avallabie o the Board of Lducaiion and £o {he qenavsd
public,

Section 10. Repealer. Public Law 1-37 is hereby repealed in its
entirety.

Section 11, Effective Date. Except as otherwise provided in this
Act, this Act shall take effect upon tts approval by the Governor, or

upon its becoming law without such approval,
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ATTEST:

Herbert 5. Del Rosario //%?;ccio Ko Cuichocho
Chief Clerk $&hate Legislative Sccretary

ﬁ gZ}:f;, //ﬁ, . 1982
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Alpa

Pedro P. fenorio R
Governor

Conmonwealth-of the MNorthern Mariana Islands
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