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SENATE BILL 
NO. 7 - 5 ,  S.D.l 

AN ACT 

To establish an Agricultural Homestead Program for the Island of 
Rota. 

Section 1. Short Title. This Act may be cited as the "Rota 

Agricultural Homestead Law of 1990". 

Section 2. Desi~natlon of Homestead Areas. Such areas of public 

lands on the island of Rota as may be suitable for agricultural purposes, 

and which are not required for government use or reserved for other 

purposes by any other provision of law, shall be designated by the 

Marianas Public Land Corporation on behalf of the Commonwealth government 

for homesteading purposes. Such areas may, in accordance with the 

provisions of this law, be allotted to qualifiecl persons for the purpose 

of farming with the right to acquire title upon the fulfillment of the 

conditions prescribed in this latr. 

Section 3. Establishnent of Area; Requirements for Use of Property. 

(a) Subject to Artizic XI, Sectlon 5 of the Comiionwealth 

and establish: 

( I )  subject to the availability o f  &~blic ?and for 

agricultural homesteading purposes, tha maximum area of land 

allowable for ~ a c h  agricultvral trxt to be !?ad@ available 

under this law, shall b$ cne hectare; 

(2) Standards and requirements for the use, occupation 

3r.d develo~ment of the homestead tracts granted under this law 

consistent wirh its term; 
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(b) The Marianas Public Land Corporation shall file a copy of 

each of its determinations under this Section with the Commonwealth 

Recorder's Office. 

Section 4. Elicribility to Homestead. Eligibility to enter upon or 

acquire rights to public land under this Act shall be determined in 

accordance with 2,-.. CMC Section 4303; provided tha-t no person, clan, 

lineage, family or group of persons may be permitted to enter -upon or 

acquire rights under this Act unless that person, or persons, have been 

domiciliaries of the island of Rota for not less than five (5) years, 

totally. 

Section 5. A~~licationfor Homestead Land; Conditions of Occu~ancy; 

Deeds of Conveyance and Certificat.es of Com~liance. The procedures of 

applications for Homestead land, the conditions under which persons may 

enter upon and commence the use and improvement of the land, the 

eligibility for receipt of deeds of conveyance and for certificates of 

compliance shall be governed by the General Provisions of the Hcmestead 

Law 92 CMC 4301 et. seq.), provided that before the issuance of a 

certificate of compliance a person, clan, lineage, family or group of 

persons must have resided on the island of Rota for three (3) years from 

the date of entry upon the honestead land and must have complied with all 

~":112s, regulations and requirements concerning the use: cscc:>pation and 

development- of the land f c r  eqricultura? or grazing g1:rFoses as 

?stabiisned under Sectlcn 4 3 0 2 i a j i 2 ) .  Provided further that 2 person may 

not transfer an interest in the homestead for t e n  (112) years after 

rzceipt . 

Ssction t i .  Sewr3.biiitv. If any ~rovisim cf this Ac t  is he ld  

i ~ v a l i 5 ,  t he  vaiidity of the rcminder 5f the act cf any such provisions 

shall not be affected thereby. 
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1 Section 7. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its 

2 approval- by the Governor, or upon its becoming law without such approval 

3 and shall take effect upon the availability of the homestead development 

4 funds identified in the series bonds issued by the Commonwealth 

5 Development Authority. 
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