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PUBLIC NOTICE

PROPOSED 'AMENDMENT

TO RULES AND REGULATIONS POLICY AND PROCEDURE
MANUAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOAN FUND NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

The Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Economic
Development Loan Fund and the Governor pursuant to Section
XXII of the Adopted Rules and REgulations, Policy and
Procedure Manual of the Economic Development Loan Fund are
proposing to promulgate amendments to Sections V(A) and
XIIT of the Adopted Rules and Regulations.

The Proposed Amendments include the followinga‘
1. Section V, Management Part A is amended to change

the number of Directors from 8 to 10 and authorize compen-
sation for travel and per diem.

2. Section XVII, amount of Loan Guarantees is amended
to change maximum guarantee not to exceed 90%.

Copies of the Proposéd Amendments may be obtained from
the Economic Development Loan Fund. :

The Board of Directors of the EDLF solicits your views
and opinions for or against the Proposed Amendments from
the general public.

Anyone interested in commenting on the Proposed Amend-
ments to the Rules and Regulations may do so by submitting
it in writing to the Economic Development Loan Fund and
the Office of the Attorney Genral, Saipan, M.I. within
30 days from date of this publication in the Commonwealth
Register.

DATED: May 15, 1979.

S~ %{f‘\-’\_ \J\)«-\‘\

Chairman, Economic
- Development Loan Fund
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The Board shall establish a schedule of compensation
to reimburse Board Members for travel, per diem and other
expensés.incurréd’in the attendance of meetings or in the
performahce’bf their dufies..

XVII. AMOUNT OF LOAN GUARANTEES: The Board may approve

loan guarantees in the event any commercial financial
institution, licensed to do business in the Northern
Mariana Isiands,vmakes a loan to a ?aftiéulaf borrower.

Such loan guarantees shall not éxceed;ninety:percent (90%)
of the direct loan as made to the borrower by thé commercial
finanéiél institution, and in no event shall any loan
guarantee be approved by the Board if such financial
institution reQuires the Fundvplace a reserve in excess of
twenty-five percent (25%) of the aﬁount guaranteed by the
Fund be placed with the financial institution. Any funds
placed with the financial institution as set forth as herein,
shall accure intéreét at the highest'rate'dbtainable’from
the financial and as may be négofiated by the Board. The
fees from the borrower for such guarantee:by the Fund,
shall be one and one-half percent (1&1/2%) of the amount
guaranteed by the Board or the maximum obligation of the
Fund invthe eveﬁt of any default. Such guarantee fee shall
be paid in full to the Fund by the borrower at the time

of the closing of the loan with the pfivate finanéial

institution.
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The Proposed Amendments to the Rules and Regulations of
the Economic Development Loan Fund shall take effect upon
final publication in the Commonwealth ‘Register.

Ly o7y
Date: May 15, 1979 AR RIS

Chairman, Economic
Development Loan Fund
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Board of Elections
ﬁnrthtrn Mariana Jslands

B.6. Box 470

Baipan, Mariana Islands 96950

Joaquin S. Torres, Owinnan . Rosita A. Hbcog; Member
Saipan Rota
Jose S. Dels Cruz, V'ce—wannan PURLIC NOTICE . Fidel tl; nMangIona Member
Saipan . . - — .
Juan M. Diaz, Member ' ’ . . Alfonso S. Borja, Member
Saipan Proposed Regulations Concerning ‘ Tinian
- Francisco Iba, Member
Feli P. Abraham, M b 4
elala:a.m“ braham, Member . . i . i o
Election Registration and Voting in the Northern Lorenzo LG.” Cabrera,

Executive Officer
Marianas Islands Pursuant to Public Law 5-19

The Chairman of the Northern Mariana Islands Board of Elections
in accordance with Public Iaw 5-19 is proposing to pramilgate new
Regulations to be identified as Rules and Regulations of the.Northern
Mariana Islands Board of Elections.

The proposed Regulations included the following subjects:

1. General Elections
2. Registration

3. Polling Places

4. Voting

S. Poll officials

6. Absentee Voting

7. Corduct of Election
8. Penalties

9. Effective Date

Copies of the proposed Regulations may be obtained fram the office
of the Board of Elections.

The office of the Board of Elections is soliciting views, opinions,
facts and, data for or against the proposed Regulations from the General

public.

Anyone interested in commenting in the proposed Regulations may do
so by submitting in writing to the office of the Board of Elections,
Garapan, Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950, within thirty (30) days from
the date of this notice is published in the Commonwealth Register.

]

Date Joaquin S. Torres
‘ Chairman
Board of Elections
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Board of Elections

Northern Mariana Jslands

B.0O. Box 470
Saipan, Mariana Jslands 96930

loaquin S. Torres, Chairman Rosita A, Hocog, Mcmber
Saipan Rota

fose S. Dela Cruz, Vice-Chairman ‘ Fidel M Manglona, Member
Saipan . Rota .

Tuan M Diaz, Member . Alfanso S. Bora, Member
Saipan Tinian

Relicitas P. Abraham, Member Francisco [ba, Member

Saipan Tinian

ELECTION RULES AND REGULATIONS

PART I, GENERAL ELECTIONS

section 1. Authority. The following rules and regulations are
‘hereby adopted and promulgated by the Northern Mariana
Islands Board of Elections in accordance with Public
Law 5-19 and shall have the full force and effect of
law.

\Ftion 2. Purpose. The purpose of these rules and regulations

/ is to provide for a fair and impartial treatment of
all qualified voters and to insure the orderly and
efficient conduct of all general and special elections
in the Northern Mariana Islands.

Section 3. Defihitions. Unless the context clearly requires a
different interpretation, the following terms shall
have the following meanings: .

(a) "Board" shall mean the Northern Mariana Islando-‘
Board of Elections,

(b) "Examiner" shall mean the registration clerk or
other persons authorized by tae Board to register
voters ,

(c) "He'..shall mean the male or female gender

(d) '"General Register of Voters' . ,hall mean the
- official 1list of registered voters.

(e) "Affidavit" shall mean the affidavit on applica-

tion for registration duly executed by the regis—
trant. ‘ .
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Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

PART II. REGISTRATION

Form. The affidavit on application: for registration of
voters shall be in a form as prescribed by the Board

and shall- be sworn to before an officer or person autho-
rized by law, rules and regulatlons issued by the Board
of Elections to administer oath.

Date, Time, and Location. The date, time and location
for the registration of all eligible voters shall be as

.determined by the law, rules and regulations of the Board.

Registrant Qualifications. Qualifications for registra;
tion to vote shall be as determined by law.

Registration By Mail. All eligible voters who are not
physically located in the Nerthern Mariana Islands may
register by mail. The application form shall be the
same as that prescribed in PART II, Section 1 of the
regulations. All mail registrations must be notarized
by a notary public or by a commissioned officer autho-
rized to administer oath; or in the case of students by
a school counselor where the student is currently
enrolled accompanied by a school seal or stamp on the
registration. ?

Challenges.

(1) If a registration clerk or any other person
authorized by the Board to register voters is examin-
ing a registrant pursuant to Section 7 (c¢) of Public
Law 5-19 and reasonably doubts the registrant's
qualifications, then the affidavit, once executed shall
be forwarded to the Board pursuant to Section 7 (d) of
Public Law 5-19 together with a written explanation as
to why the examiner questions the registrant's quali-
fications.

(2) When in doubt, the examiner may request documentary
proof or other ev1dence to support the registrant's
contention that he meets all qualifications. The examiner
may not refuse to register a person seeking to register.

{3) The Board shall make a final decision as to the
qualifications of all registrants and the propriety and
sufficiency of all information contained in the appli-
tion for registration.
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Section 1.

(4) The Board may, on its own initiative, review all
applications for registration before they are entered
in the general register of voters.

(5) The Board may strike a voter's name in the general
register of voters or refuse to enter a person's name
on the same if, in its review of the application for

registration, the registrant is clearly not qualified

to vote.

(6) In case of a questionable affidavit, the Board
shall conduct a formal or. informal hearing to ascertain
the information contained therein and to determine the

‘voter's qualifications. The registrant shall have the

right to a two day's notice of a hearing, right to be
represented by counsel if he so chooses and at his own
expense, and to present evidence to the Board regarding
any information contained in the affidavit. An affir-
mative vote of 3/4 of the members present shall be
required to strike a voter's name from the general
register. ‘ S

(7) The Board may, at 'its discretion, assemble and

make available to the registrant, for his review, all
the evidernice re2lied on to support the Board's decision.

PART III. POLLING PLACES

Polls. There shall be sixteen (16) voting places in
the Northern Mariana Islands and the following shall
be the polling places,

A, Election District No. 1

(1A.) San Antonio Village Meeting Hall -
For all voters residing at Chalan Piao, south
of the Cock-pit and all those residing south
of the Agriculture Station Road all the way
to Saipan International Airport including the
Kabler Airfield area and San Antonio Village.

(1B.) San Vicente Village Community Hall - .
For all voters residing at As Perdido, Fina
Sisu, Dr. Torres Hospital area, Chalan Dandan,
and all those residing north of the Agriculture
Station Road all the way to the Saipan Inter-
national Airport including San Vicente Village,
Laulau and Kagman area, except those residing
north of the Kagman Road. ‘

-3-
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Election District No. 2

(2)

Round House in Chalan Kanoa -

For all voters residing in Municipal District
District No. 4 and in part of Municipal District
No. 3, beginning at the corner of Tobias Muna's
house, south to Donicio Torres' house, west

to the corner of Chalan Kanoa School Auditorium,
then south to the Agriculture Station then west
to Beach Road, up north then west to the Cock-
pit. \

Election District No. 3

(32.)

(3B.)

Lobby, Municipal Buildinhg -

For all voters residing in . Municipal District
No. 2 and in part of Municipal District 1,
beginning at the corner of Texas Road (Jose
Pangelinan's house), east to Jesus Palacios'
house, then nor:h to the corner of Francisca
Chargualaf's house then east to Jose C.
Camacho's house, then northeast to Susupe Lake.

Susupe Communiiy Hall -

For all voters residing north of the road
from Sugar Dock, directly east to Susupe
Lake, all the way to the Marianas Legislature
Building in Susupe, then east south to Lake
Susupe.

Election District No. 4 -

(1)

.

Chalan Kanoa School Auditorium -

For voters residing in »art of Municipal

District Nos. 1 and 3, beginning at the corner

of Juan Cepeda's house then west to Texas Road

to the ‘Agriculture Station Road, then east to
Juan Mendiola's house at As Perdido, then due
north to Susupe Lake, then southwest to the
cornéer of Jose C. Camacho's house, then west

to the corner of Francisca Chargualaf's house,
then south to the corner of Jesus Palacios'
house, then west to Texas Road (Jose Pangelinan's
house), then due north to the corner to Margarita
A. Sanchez's house, then west to Juan Cepeda's
house, the point of beginning.
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Election District No. 5

(5A.) San Jose Village Community Hall -
For all voters residing north of the Marianas
Legislature Building, east south to Susupe
Lake, at the San Jose Village proper, Chalan
Kiya, Chalan Laulau, and those areas immediately
south of Gualo Rai.

(5B.) Garapan School Auditorium -
For all voters residing at Gualo Rai, Garapan,
Rapugao, Puerto Rico, and Sadog Tase area,
West of Capital Hill Road.

(5C.) Residence of Saipan Municipal Representative
on Alamagan. '

(5D.) Residence of Saipan Municipal Representative
on Pagan.

(5E.) Residence of Sa.pan Municipal Representative
on Agrigan. :

Election District No., 6

(6A.) Tanapag Community Hall (Beach) -

- For all voters residing north of Kagman Road,
including the Samoan Housing, As Teo, I Denni,
all of Cupital Hill, As Mahetog, Lower Base,
and Tanapag Village proper.

(6B.)  San Roque School Auditorium - '
For all voters residing at Achugao and San
Roque Village.

‘Election District No. 7 Vs

Tinian Resident Commissioner Representative's Office -
For all voters on Tinian.

Election District No. 8

Rota Court House - For all voters on Rota.
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I. Board of Elections Office

The Board of Elections' Office in Susupe, Saipan,
Mariana Islands, is hereby designated the polling
place for all registered voters of Rota, Tinian,
and the islands north of Salpan who will be on
Saipan on election day.

Section 2. ' A guard—rall rope or other barricade shall be constructed
Lo surround the polling places and only those persons
who are receiving, preparing or depositing their ballots,
or any other persons authorized by the Board to be '
present, shall be permitted to be within the barricade.

Section 3. Every polling place, during the voting hours, shall be
attended by at least two (2) poll workers and two poll
supervisors.

Section 4. After all voting is completed, all ballot boxes shall
be secured and locked. The locked boxes and all other
supplies provided to the polling places by the Board
shall be collected by the election officials and delivered
to the Board or its duly authorized representative by
the safest and most expenditious means available and be
certified to the Board that the ballots so delivered were
cast in accordance with the provisions of the Northern
Marianas Election Act of 1977 and or applicable regulations.

PART IV, VOTING

Section 1. (a) On receiving his ballot the vcter shall forthwith
dip his right index finger (if he has one otherwise
any finger will do) in an iwdelible ink provided
for that purpose, and without leaving the enclosed
area, retire alone to one of the spaces, booths, or
tables provided to prepare his ballot.

Section 2. Booths shall not be occupied by more than one person
at a time. Voters shall not remain in or occupy a '
booth longer than is necessary to prepare his ballot
which shall not exceed five minutes.

Section 3. (a) In voting, the voter must place an (X) or a check (V)
mark in a square before the name of each candidate
for whom he intends to vote; provided that a voter
shall not place voting marks in excess of the number
of candidates who are to be elected. Ballots containing
written vulgar or profane words shall be rendered as
void votes. The validity of any other markings other
than those stipulated herein shall be determined by
the Board.

~6_
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b. For purposes of the election with the Northern
Mariana Islands for any elective office, a registered
voter may write~in a candidate for any office to be
voted on by either actually writing in, stamping on,
or placing a label with the candidate's full legal
name thereon within the write-in box provided for the
office in the eliection ballot, .

c. In cases where a named candidate is listed also
in the spaces provided for write-in, for counting
purposes, that name must be construed as being
not that person listed in the ballot prov1ded that
the square before the name of the candidate is
marked pursuant to Section 3 (a) of PART IV,

Section 4. Before leaving the hooth, a voter shall fold his ballot
in such manner a=s not to display his vote and shall
then dcposit his ballot in the ballot box.

Section 5. When a voter declares that:
(a) He cannot read or write, or
(b) by reason of physical disability he is unable
to mark his ballot, he shall receive the
assistance of both poll supervisors.
Section 6. Any voter who spoils a ballot may return it to the poll
supervisors and shall receive another in its place,
one at a time, but not to exceed three in all.
Section 7. Except as provided in Section 5, PART IV, no person shall

ask another person at a polling place as to which person
he intends to vote for.

PART V. POLL OFFICIALS

Section 1. The officials at the polls shall immediately cancel all
the spoiled ballots returned by drawing an (X) upon the
face in ink or pencil; these spoiled ballots and the
ballots not distributed to the voters shall be returned
together with the register and all other documents/materials
provided by the Board.
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Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

- B

Sectioﬁ“S;

Section 1.

‘Eéery voter who does not cast the ballot delivered

to h1m shall, before leaving the polling place,
return it to the poll supervisors for deposit in

- the ballot box.

Poll supervisors shall account for the ballots
delivered to them by returning a sufficient
number of unused ballots to make up when added to

' the number of official ballots cast and the

number of spoiled ballots returned, the number
of ballots charged. The Board upon receiving
returned ballots shall require such an accounting.

Unless otherwise authorized by the Board, no person
shall remove any ballot from any polling place

- before the closing time of the polls.

Immediately upon the closing of thz polls, and
before any ballot is taken from any of the ballot
boxes, the election officials of each polling place
shall, in the presence of wut least threec (3)
authorized persons, proceed to deface all unused

~“ballots by drawing an (X) on the face and and shall

place all defaced ballots within aan envelope and

seal the envelope and majority of the elecction
officials of a polling place shall sign their names

thereon. The locked ballot boxes aad all other
election materials shall be delivered to the Board
for counting and tabulation.

PART VI. ABSENTEE VOTING

Any registered voter shall be entitled and enabled
to vote by absentcee ballot if:

(a) he is confined to his home or hospital by
reason of such illness or physical disabi-
lity as will prevent him from attending the
polls; or

(b) he 'is prevented from voting by reason of
absence from the Northern Mariana Islands, or

(c) Emergency absence: or
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Iy registered voter within the Northern Marianas
Islands who shall be prevented from voting at his
or her appropriate polling place on the day of
election becausc of emergency reasons as deter-
mined by the Board, may apply to the Doard to vol .
at a polling place designated by the Board; prov’
that application made under this section is made
later than one (1) day prior to the date of elec

An absentee bhallot is an official ballot which is
authorized by the rules and regulations to be
voted outside of any designated polling place prio-
to the date of the election or on election day. -

Section 2. Any registered voter under category (a), supra, s!
be entitled to vote by absentee ballot on election
day under the conditions set forth below:

(1) Requesting personally or through a member of his
family or guardian for an absentee ballot from
poll officials where he is registerced not less o
than two (2) hours before the closing of the polls;
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(2) Filing an "AFFIDAVIT OF ABSENTEE VOTER" as
prescribed by the Board in the regulations;

(3) Attaching the "AFFIDAVIT OF ARSENTEE VOTER"
with the ballot and mailing it to:

BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Northern Mariana Islands
P.0/Box 470
Saipan, Commonwealth 96850

or handing the same to election officials
authorized by the Board to rececive the same.

Provided, that any absentece ballot must reach the
Board no later than eight o'clock p.m. on the day of election.

When it appears that the individual who is requesting
an absentee ballot on account of illness or physical
disability cannot mark the ballot, the two special
poll officials shall provide assistance in marking
the ballot in accordance with Section 5 of PART IV,

Section 3. Registered voters under categories (b) and (c)
supra, may vote by absentee ballot under the following
conditions:

(1) Filing an application for absentee ballot with
the Board not more than 60 days nor less than
10 days before election day for category (b)
and one (1) day prior to the election day for
category (c);

(2) Filing an "AFFIDAVIT OF ABSENTEE VOTER" as
prescribed by the Board;

(3) Attaching the "AFFIDAVIT OF ABSENTEE VOTER"‘
with the ballot and mailing it to:

BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Northern Mariana Islands
P.0.Box 470
Sajpan, Commonwealth 96950

Provided that bonafide students abroad shall not be
required to file an "AFFIDAVIT OF ABSENTEE VOTER"
sworn to before a notary public or a commissioned
officer authorized to administer cath but may file
an "AFFIDAVIT'" signed by a school counselor, dean,

-10-
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Section 4.

Section 4.

principal, or president with a school seal, said
"AFFIDAVIT" and ballot to be mailed and postmarked
no later than midnight, 5 days after election

(Saipan time) and must be received by the Office of

the Board of Elections no later than the close of
business five days after the election.

Upon the receipt of the envelope marked ''Absentee
Ballot Enclosed" within the period prescribed in
Section 3 of this PART from any person voting under
the provisions of this PART, the Board, or its
appointee, shall open it, remove the ballot envelope
and examine the statement as to its proper execution
and compare the signature of the voter on the appli-
cation for absentee ballot with that on the affidavit
and the registration. If the Board or its duly autho-
rized representative determine that the person is
gualified to vote by absentee ballot,  the ballot
envelope shall be deposited unopened in a container
retained for the purpose. The container shall be
securely sealed except for an opening sufficient to
permit deposit »f ballot envelopes and shall be
marked with the name and official title of the Board,
or its appointee, and the words '"This container holds
absentee ballots and must be opened only pursuant

to Regulation". The Board, or its appointee, shall
safely keep each container in its office until the
day of election and at such time the Board or its
appointee shall publicly open the container, extract
and segregate the ballot envelopes and deliver such
envelopes and ballots to the Counting and Tabulating
Committee. Absentee ballots received aficer election
day shall be saflely kept opened and counted in the
same manner as those received before election day at
a time and place determined by the Board.

In casc the statemeant is found to be insufficient

or in case the signatures do not correspond, or

in case the voter has not complied with the require-
ments of PART IV of these Regulations or is not a
duly qualified votwer or the ballol envelope is open
or has been opened and resealed, the ballot envelope
shall notl be opened and the Board or its appointee
shall mark across its: face "Rejected" giving the
reason therefor, and shall preserve the same in the
manner provided by law or rules and regulations
provided herein.

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER VOLUME 1 No. 8 MA Y 16,1979 PAGE 231



Section 5. If the ballot is received after the time fixed in
Section 3 PART VI, the ballot envelope shall be
endorsed by the Board or its appointee with the
day and hour of receipt and it shall be safely
kept un-opened by the Board or its appointee for
the period of time required for the preservation
of ballots used at such election, and shall then,
without being opened, be destroyed in accordance
with applicable law, rules and regulations.

If upon receiving the ballot envelope from the Board

+ or its appointee, it is found that the voter has
already voted, either official shall immediately
cancel the ballot envelope and write "Rejected"
across its face, giving the reason thereof and shall
preserve the same in the manner provided by law, or
rules and regulations.

PART VII. CONDUCT OF ELECTION

Section 1. The Board shall ensure that polling places are super-
vised by the poll supervisors and such olher officials
as the Board shall deem necessary, who must be present
at the designated polling places during thc election.
Public schools and other public places shall be utilized
insofar as practicable as polling places.

Section 2. At exactly seven-o'clock a.m., of the dayv of the
election, a poll supervisor shall proclaim aloud
at each polling place that the polls are open, and
shall be kept open until seven o'cleck p.m., of the
same day, after which time the polls shall be closed;
PROVIDED, that, if, at the bhour ol closing there arc
any other voters in the polling pluce, or in line at
the door, who are gqualified to vote and have not been
able to do so since appearing, the polls shall be
kept open a sufficient time to enable them to vote,
PROVIDED- FURTHER, that if all registered voters appear-
ing on the general register of vot=rs for any polling:
place have voted, the polling place may close but
upon. approval of the Chairman of the Board or his
authorized representative irrespcctive of the time of
day. '

~12-
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Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 1.

Any person appearing at the polling place to vote

shall report his legal name, in full, and his date

of birth to the election officials. An election
official shall clearly and audibly announce them.
Another election official shall then check the regis- ‘
ter of voters as to whether or not the person appearing
is a registered voter, and if so, shall announce the
name and date of birth appearing in the register.

At this point a challenge may be interposed on the
grounds that the ballot is subject to challenge under
law or regulations issued by the Board. Voting shall

.then proceed in accordance with procedures prescribed

by the Board, however,; all voting shall be by secret
ballot.

No campaigning shall be conducted within one hundred
feet of a polling place on election day and no alcoholic
beverages shall be =o0ld, or otherwise provided to any
person in the Northern Marianas during election day
while the polls are open. No candidate or polltlcal
posters, signs, or any other writings containing
pictures or expressions of political parties or can-
didates shall be allowed within onc¢ hundred feet of
any ballot box except that the candidate shall be
allowed within the area for the purpose of casting

his ballot. There shall be no campaigning on election
day.

An independent candidate shall be entitled to have

not more than one (1) poll. watcher at. each polling
place.

PART VIII. PENALTIES

Any person who violates any of the rules and regula-
tions promulgated herein for which a penalty is not
otherwise provided, shall be punished by a fine not
to exceed $500.00 or imprisonment for not more than

vthree (3) months, or both.

~13-
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PART IX

Section 1. These Rules and‘RégUIations shall take effect upon
final publication in the Northern Marianas Common-
wealth Register. :

P
. S . S

Date: \5’/\[’ / ‘ #I'/'/M vt f,

“;

Joaquin S. Torres
Chairman .
Board ¢of Elections
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Director of the Department of Public Safety hereby
announces and gives notice to the general public that the
police will be strictly enforcing Chapter 3 of Title 4 of
the Saipan Municipal Code which requires all dogs to be
registered and licensed. Any dog found to be unregistered
and unlicensed may be apprehended, detained and, if necessary,
destroyed by the Department of Public Safety.

Any goat, pig, cattle or fowl running at large on public
lands, public highways or the lands of another may be appre-
hended, detained and sold. The owner of any stray animal
will be liable for all expenses charges and damages incurred
and may be subject to a fine up to $50.00, imprisonment up
to 30 days or both.

All dog owners are advised to contact the Department of
‘Public Safety for information regarding licensing, registration

and fees to comply with this law.

pate: May ,7 , 1979.
/o

TOSE i g S Oy —
Director, Department of Public Safety

Y
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