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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN M M A N A  ISLANDS 

Benign0 R. Fitial 
Governor 

Timotby P. ViUqomez 
Licutenanl Governor 

EXTENSION OF EMERGENCY 
Volcanic Activity on Anatahan 

WHEREAS, On May 13,2003, a Declaration of Emergency was issued with 
respect to volcank activity on the island of Anatahan; and 

WHEREAS, said Declaration dec1,ared the island of Anatahan as unsafe for 
human habitation and restricted all travel to said island with. the exception of scientific 
expeditions; and 

thc volcanic activity and seismic phenomena which prompted said 
Declaration continues to exist on the is1,a.d of Anatahahan; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I. BENIGN0 R. FITIAL, by the authority vestcd in me as 
Governor, and pursuant to Article 111, Section 10 of the Commonwealth Constitution and 
3 CMC 95 122, do hereby extend a state of disaster emergency in the Commonwealth 
with respect to the island of Anatahan under the same terms and conditi.ons as are 
contained in the original Declaration. 

This Extension of Emergency shall remain i.n effect for thirty (30) days, unless the 
Governor shall, prior to the end of the 30-day period, notify the Presidhg Officers of the 
Legislature that the state of emergency has been revoked or krther extended for alike 
term, and giving reasons for extending the emergency. 

Dated this 26' day of January 2008. 

V cc: Lt. Governor (Fax: 664-23 1 1) 
Senatc kesidmt (Fa: 664-5803) 
House Speaker (Pax: 664-8900) 
Mayor of the Northern lslands (Fax: 664-271 0) 
Executive Assistant for Carolinian Affairs (Fax: 235-5058) 
Director oFEmergency Management (Fax; 322-7743) 
Attorney General (Fm; 664-2349) 
Secretary of Finance (Fax: 664- 1 1 15) 
Commissioner of Public Safety (Fax: 664-9027) 
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Emergency Management Office 
Office of the Governor 

COMMONWEAL TII OF THE NORTHERN MARL4NA ISLANDS 

Bcrigno R. Fitial, Govcrnor Mark S. Pangelinan, Acting Director 
Timotby P. Vlllsg~rncz, Lt. Governor 

February 13,2008 
9:45nm 

VOLCANIC HAZE AND SULFUR ADVISORY 

THE CNMT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, TN CLOSE 
CONSULTATION WTTH USGS AND NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE, GUAM, US GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY INDICATES ANATAHAN HAS BEEN PUTTING OUT GAS AND STEAM PLUME. 
BASED ON LOCAL OBSERVATIONS OF A SULFUROUS ODORS AND WIND SHIFTING 
SOUTHERLY DIRECTION IT APPEARS THAT VOLCANIC HAZE HAS MOVED IN TO SAIPAN 
AM, TINIAN FROM ANATAHAN ISLAND. LOW LEVEL LIGHT TO VARlABLE WINDS 
SOMEWHAT HAVE CARRIED THE VOLCANIC HAZE SOUTHWARD TOWARD SAIPAN AND 
TINIAN. 

THE USGS COULD DETECT ON SATELLITE A LIGHT TO VARIAaLE PLUME AT ANATAHAN. 
WE EXPECT THE HAZE TO MINGLE AROUND OUR AREA FOR SEVERAL, HOURS OR MORE. 

BASED ON THE SO2 ANALYZER READING AT THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE, IT 
HAS INDICATED 700ppb(parts per billions) AS OF 9:30 A.M. TODAY. 

CONCENTRATlONS OF VOLCANIC GASES SHOUJ.,D BE LOW,..BUT THE HAZE AND ODOR 
MAY BOTHER PEOPLE W1T.H RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS. PEOPLE WHO EXPERIENCE 
BREATHING PROBLEMS SHOULD REMAIN INDOORS. 

ALL SCHOOL REMAIN OPEN...STUDENTS REMAIN INDOORS. 

T,HEREFORE, GOVERNOR BENIGN0 R FITIAL WOULD ALSO LIKE TO INFORM THE GENERAL 
PU13LTC TO TUNE IN TO LOCAL W I O  BROADCAST OR LOCAL NEWS SOURCES AND LOG IN 
A'r www.cnmiamo,gov.mp ON THE INTERNET ANY OTHER STATEMENTS AND ADVISORIES. 
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Volcanic Health Advisory 
February 13,2008 

933am 

Public Health Advisory Currently lu Effect 

Volcanic haze may cause breathing difficulties, people with respiratory problems are urged to remain indoors until the 
air and sulfur odor clears from our area. 

Governor Benigno R, Fltial, through the Department of Public Health, advises Saipan and Tinian 
residents to follow the Health Advisories issued. Mariners are also advised to avoid the Anatahan area. 

Health Advisory: 

People with Lung Problems or Other Serious nIn&~es: 
3 If you have lung problems, it is best to stay indoors while ash is falling. 
Li Asthmatic children should remain indoors while ash is falling. 
O Seek medical care if you are feeling shortness of breath. 
IJ Commonwealth Health Center is prepared to handle any increase in patients due to 

respiratory problems. 

Do Not Drink Water that is contaminated by Heavy Ash Fall: 
If you arc using a roof collection Gter supply, disconnect it 
If thc water supply tank is open, cover it. 
If the water source has an acid taste or smell, do not consume the water. 
Mected water is safe for cfeaning vegetables and fruit. The ash will not harm fiuits or 

vegetables, but wash them thoroughly. 
Affected water is safe for washing clothes. Use exka detergent in your washer. 
Affected water is safe for showering. When outside: 
If the ash gets thick, cover your mouth and nose. Volcanic ash can irrhte your respiratory 
system. You can use a mask or a simple piece of cIoth. 
Keep skin covered to avoid irritation frdm contact with ash. Use goggles if ash fall gets heavy. 
If the ash fall gets thick, clear rwfs of ash fall: Ash fall is very heavy and can cause buildings to 

collapse. Exercise great caution when working on a roof. 
Avoid driving in heavy ash fall. Driving will stir up more ash that can clog engines and stall 
vehicles. 
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(aommonbealtb of tbe Aortbern fiariana llelanbri 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Division of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 501304 C.K., Saipan, MP 96950-1304 

Tels.: (670) 664-8500 I01 

NOTICE AND CERTLFICATION OF ADOPTION 
OF 

AMENDMENTS 
TO THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

DRINKING WATER REGULATIONS 

The Division of Environmental Quality ("DEQ"), Office of the Governor, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands ("CNMI"), pursuant to the 
Commonwealth Environmental Protection Act, 1982, P.L. 3-23,2 CMC $ 5  3101 et seq. 
(as amended by P.L. 1 1 - 103) of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, in 
accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, 1 CMC 5 5 91 01, et seq., and after 
the expiration of appropriate time for public comment, having received no public 
comments, hereby notifies the general public that the proposed Amendments to the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Drinking Water Regulations, as 
published in the Commonwealth Register, Volume 29, Number 12, December 18,2007, 
at pages 27623 through and including 27937, have been adopted without modification or 
amendment. 

I, Frank M. Rabauliman, Director of the Division of Environmental Quality (DEQ), 
Office of the Governor, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), which 
is promulgating the Amendments to the CNMI Drinking Water Regulations, published in 
the Commonwealth Register, Volume 29, Number 12, December 18,2007, at pages 
27623 through and including 27937, by signature below, hereby certify that the 
Amendments to the CNMI Drinking Water Regulations as published are a true, correct, 
and complete copy of the Amendments to the CNMI Drinking Water Regulations 
adopted by DEQ. I firther request and direct that this Notice and Certification of 
Adoption be published in the CNMI Commonwealth Register. The regulations shall 
become effective ten (10) days after the publication of this Notice of Adoption. 1 CMC 5 
9105. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that this 
declaration was executed on the /z* day of February, 2008 at Saipan, CNMI. 

Di ision of %vironmental Quality 1 
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MANANA ISLAND 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
DIVISION OF IMMIGRATION 

Second Floor Afetna Square Building, San Antonio, 
P.O. Box 10007, Saipan, MP 96950 

Telephone no.: (670) 236-09211213, Facsimile no.: (670) 664-3190 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

To: General Public, All Immigration Personnel 

From: Matthew T. Gregory, Attorney General 

Re: Excluded Locations 

January 24,2008 

Pursuant to Immigration Regulation Section 804(B), notice is hereby given that the Attorney 
General hereby designates the following locations as Excluded Locations: 

Afghanistan 
Algeria 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Cuba 
Egypt 
Eritrea 
Fuj ian Province - 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Libya 

China 

Morocco 
Myanmar 
Nigeria 
North Korea 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Qatar 
Saudi Arabia 
Somalia 
Sri Lanka 
Sudan 
Syria 
Tunisia 
Venezuela 
United Arab Emirates 
Yemen 

Under Immigration Regulation 804(C) waivers are issued on a case-by-case basis. However, 
when a location appears on the list of Excluded Locations the presumption is in favor of 
excluding all persons seeking to enter the CNMI from those locations. For the information of the 
general public, below I have outlined some of the factors that will be considered when exercising 
my discretion in deciding whether to grant or deny a request for a waiver of the exclusion. Note 
that 1) this is a non-exhaustive list, and that there may be other relevant factors considered in 
making the decision, 2) an applicant may satisfy one or more of the factors but still be denied for 
other reasons, and 3) this list does not create any rights, nor should it create an expectation that a 
waiver will be granted if factors on the list are satisfied by an applicant. Also, the applicant must 
comply with all other requirements of the Immigration Regulations in the application process, 
including bonding, sponsor requirements, etc. 



For visitors entering the Commonwealth pursuant to a Visitor's Entry Permit (VEP): 

Visitors may be allowed entry for humanitarian reasons such as attendance at a funeral or 
brief visits between a parent and child. 

Visitors in transit to embark on commercial fishing or other vessels from a seaport in the 
CNMI, or crew members of a commercial air or sea vessel may be allowed entry pursuant to a 
prior agreement between the Attorney General's Office, Division of Immigration and an 
approved agent for the employer. 

Tourists entering under the Electronic Visitor Entry Permit Program when the application 
has been subjected to scrutiny and approval by the Division of Immigration and all entry 
requirements under statute, regulation, and any additional requirements stated in any 
Memorandum of Understanding regarding Electronic Visa Waivers have been met. 

For persons applying for entry as alien workers: 

The applicant must show that the presence of the worker will substantially benefit the 
Commonwealth. This benefit must be specific and related to significantly improving the quality 
of life or economy in the Commonwealth. The ordinary contributions of an alien worker made 
during the course of employment do not constitute adequate grounds for waiver. 

The prospective worker must have knowledge, skills, or abilities that cannot be found in 
the population present in the Commonwealth, and the applicant must demonstrate that it is not 
feasible to hire a person of similar knowledge, skills or abilities from a non-excluded location. 

The fact that a prospective worker shares language, culture, or traditions in common with 
other workers or company management does not constitute adequate grounds for a waiver. The 
fact that the prospective worker is a relative of the applicant does not constitute adequate grounds. 

The fact that a person has been granted a waiver under Q 804 for one immigration 
classification (eg. Tourist) does not guarantee that a waiver will be granted for another purpose 
(eg. Immediate Relative, student, contract worker, etc.). Generally, any request for a change of 
status or immigration classification of a person entering the Commonwealth from an excluded 
location will be denied, and may subject the spoonsor of the alien to an assessment against the 
bond posted pursuant to Q 804 (C)(l)(a.). 

Special Conditions under Immigration Regulation 804 (C)(2). 

Special conditions to be required may include notification that the Division of 
Immigration may not allow that visitor to change status or immigration classification while in the 
Commonwealth, such as from Short- or Long-term Tourist to Immediate Relative, Foreign 
Investor, student, etc. Under no circumstances will a person entering on a tourist status be 
allowed to transfer to a nonresident worker classification unless the person departs the 
Commonwealth and separately applies for the new position, which application will be reviewed 
de novo. Special conditions may also prohibit the issuance of a tourist extension and may require 
adherence to the itinerary submitted with the VEP application. Other conditions may be imposed 
when deemed appropriate under the circumstances. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MATTHEW T. GREGORY 
Attorney General 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
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