TiTLE 8: FAMILY LAW AND PROBATE
DivisION 1: DOMESTIC RELATIONS

§ 1705. Artificial Insemination.

(@) If, under the supervision of a licensed physician and with the consent of
her husband, a wife is inseminated artificially with semen donated by a man not
her husband, the husband is treated in law as if he were the natural father of a
child thereby conceived. The husband’s consent must be in writing and signed by
him and his wife. The physician shall certify their signatures and the date of the
insemination, and file the husband’s consent with the Department of Public
Health and Environmental Services, where it shall be kept confidential and in a
sealed file. However, the physician’s failure to do so does not affect the father
and child relationship. All papers and records pertaining to the insemination,
whether part of the permanent record of a court or of a file held by the supervis-
ing physician or elsewherl17e, are subject to inspection only upon an order of the
court for good cause shown.

(b) The donor of semen provided to a licensed physician for use in artificial
insemination of a married woman other than the donor’s wife is treated in law as
if he were not the natural father of a child thereby conceived.

Source: PL 4-38, § 5.

Commission Comment: With respect to the reference to the “Department
of Public Health and Environmental Services,” see Executive Order 94-3 (ef-
fective August 23, 1994), reorganizing the executive branch, changing agency
names and official titles, and effecting other changes, set forth in the Commis-
sion comment to 1 CMC § 2001.
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