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Michael N. Evangelista, Vice Chairman 
Pedro I. ltibus, Secretary 

Charlotte R. Cepeda, Member 
Steve Sablan, Member 
Eleanor Alinas, Member 

Public Notice of Proposed Zoning Regulations 

Notice of Intended Action: The Zoning Administrator hereby approves the publication of the 
following proposed regulations. The Zoning Administrator intends to adopt these regulations, 
pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC § 9104(a). If adopted, these regulations will 
become effective ten days after publication of a Notice of Adoption in the Commonwealth Register. 1 
CMC § 9105(b). 

Authority: These regulations are promulgated under the authority of 2 CMC § 7221 (d), which 
requires the Zoning Board to promulgate regulations to carry out the intent and purposes of the 
Zoning Code of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands; pursuant to Section 309 of the 
Saipan Zoning Law of 2013, 10 CMC § 3511, which authorizes the Board to administer and enforce 
it and to promulgate regulations to carry out its intents and purposes; and Section 30504 of the 
Nuisance Abatement and Blighted Property Maintenance Act of 2018 which authorizes the Zoning 
Administrator to enforce its terms and promulgate regulations in furtherance thereof. 

Terms and Substance: These proposed regulations specify enforcement priorities, impose fines and 
fees, and detail the manner in which notice of enforcement activity will be given and appeals will be 
taken. 
On December 18, 2019, the Zoning Board voted to publish these proposed regulations for comment. 

Directions for Filing and Publication: These proposed amendments shall be published in the 
Commonwealth Register in the section on proposed and newly adopted regulations (1 CMC § 
9102(a)(l )) and posted in convenient places in the civic center and in local government offices in 
each senatorial district, both in English and in the principal vernacular (1 CMC § 9104(a)( 1 )). 

Comments: Interested parties may submit written comments on the proposed regulations to Therese 
T. Ogumoro, Zoning Administrator, via U.S. mail to Caller Box 10007, Saipan, MP 96950, or via 
email to therese.ogumoro@cnmizoning.com. Comments, data, views, or arguments are due within 30 
days from the date of publication of this notice. l CMC § 9104(a)(2). 

Submitted by:�� 
Therese T. Ogumoro 
Zoning Administrator 

Add. 

Date: Oi· lZ-� ------� 
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Received by: ___ /7J-"'-----'"""----U-------- Date: �cL 
Oscar Babauta /� � 
Special Assistant for Administration 

Filed and Recorded by�""+--� _______ Date: 7 / 0 · 2 ;1-
ESfh.t.r R-m. S(,,.v! ,,UUJta s 
Commonwealth Regi�f� rQ..ir 

I certify, pursuant to 1 CMC § 2153(e) and 1 CMC § 9104(a)(3), that I have reviewed and 
approve,d these regulations as to form and legal sufficiency. 

��ANIBUSAN 
Date iLiJ&i/ 

Attorney General 

Add. 
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ZONING BOARD 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARJANA ISLANDS 

Caller Box 10007, Saipan, MP 96950 Tel. 670-234-9661, FAX 234-9666 
E-mail ZoningBoard@,cnmizoning.com 

I lenry S. 1 -lofschneider, Chairman 
Michael N. Evangelista. Vice Chairman 
Pedro I. ltibus. Secretary 

Charlotte R. Cepeda. Member 
Steve Sablan. Member 
Eleanor Alinas. Member 

Arongorongol Toulap reel Ppwommwol Mwoghutughutul Zoning 

Arongorong reel Mangemangil Mw6gbut: Administrator sangi Zoning aa atirowa akkateewowul 
ppwommwol mw6ghutughut ikka e amwirimwiritiw. Adminstrator sangi Zoning e mangemangil rebwe 
ad6ptaalil mw6ghutughut kkaal, sangi Administrative Procedures Act, 1 CMC § 9104(a), Ngare re 
ad6ptaali, ebwe bwungul6 mw6ghutughut kkal 1161 seigh raal mwiril aal akkateewowul Arongorongol 
Ad6ptaa me 1161 Commonwealth Register. I CMC § 9105 (b). 

Bwangil: Ebwe arongowow mw6ghutughut kkaal faal bwangil 2 CMC § 72 2 1  (d), iye e tipali Zoning 
Board rebwe arongawow mw6ghutughut kkal reel ebwe toowow mangemang me bwulul Zoning Code-ii 
Commonwealth Teel Faluw kka Efang 1161 Marianas; sangi Tali! 309 reel Alleghul Zoning sangi Seipel 
reel 2013, 10 CMC § 3 5 1 1 , iye e ayoorai bwangiir Board reel rebwe aghatchu mw6ghutughutul me 
ayoorai alleghul me rebwe bwal arongawow mw6ghutughut k.kaal reel mangemangil me bwulul; me Tali! 
30504 reel "Nuisance Abatement me Blighted Property Maintenance" Act-ii 2018 iye e ayoorai bwangiir 
Zoning Administrator bwe ebwe isiisiwow kkapasal me arongawow mw6ghutughut kkaal me faraaghil. 

Kkapasal me Aweewel: E lo ppwommwol mw6ghutughut kkaal reel ebwe ffat enforcement priorities, 
ebwe ffat 6bw6ss me mwutta, me ebwe ffat mw6ghutughutul yeel 1161 arongorongol "enforcement 
activity" ebwe isiisiwow me rebwe bweibwogh atiiwligh. 
W 661 Tumwur 18, 201 9, Zoning Board re bota bwe ebwe akkateewow ppwommwol mw6ghutughut kkaal 
ngali kkapas ngare comments. 

Afal reel Ammwelil me Akkateewowul: Ebwe akkateewow ppwommwol liiwel kkaal me 1161 
Commonwealth Register 1161 tali! ppwommwol me ffel mw6ghutughut ikka ra ad6ptaalil (l CMC § 
9102 ( 1 )) me ebwe appascheta 1161 civic center me bwal 1161 bwulasiyol gobetnameento 1161 senatorial 
district, fengal reel English me mwaliyaasch ( I CMC § 9104(a)(2 ). 

Kkapas: Sch66 kka re mwuschel isiisilong ischil mangemang w66I ppwommwol liiwel kkal rebwe isch 
ngali Therese T. Ogumoro, Zoning Administrator, via U.S. mail ngali Caller Box 10007, Saipan, MP 
96950, ngare via email ngali therese.ogumoro@cnmizoning.com. Kkapas, data, views, ngare angiingi 
ebwe toolong 1161 eliigh raal mwiril aal akkateewow arongorong yeel. 1 CMC § 9104(a)(2). 

Isaliyalong: �cno 
Therese T. Ogumoro 
Zoning Administ�---
Bwughiyal: � 
Oscar Babat-1ta_,;,.,.�---�--------
Special Assistant ngali Administration 

Add. 

Raal: a1· t'Z. · ZA..l 
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Add. 

Ammwelil: �AA(( 6./ 

e�� ---1-�.-�-�-,.,-l\J-,·�-ra._s ___ _ 
Commonwea�h RegistQ."'n,..r 

Raal: 1- f 6 · 2o 2-1/ 

J atirow, sangi 1 CMC § 2153(e) me 1 CMC § 9104(a)(3), bwe I ya amwuri fischiiy me atirowa 
mw6g . tughut kkal bwe aa ffil reel ffeerul me legal sufficiency. 

Soulemelemil Allegh Lapalap 

Raal: _____,__,?p��---/21_2_� _ 
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KUETPUN ZONING 
COMMONWEALTH GI SANGKATTAN NA ISLAS MARIANAS 

Caller Box 10007, Saipan, MP 96950 Tel. 670-234-9661, FAX 234-9666 
E-mail ZoningBoard(cicnmizoning.com 

Henry S. Hofschneider. Chairman 
Michael N. Evangelista. Vice Chairman 
Pedro I. ltibus, Secretary 

Charlotte R. Cepeda. Member 
Steve Sablan, Member 
Eleanor Alinas. Member 

NUTISIAN PUPBLIKU PUT I MAPROPONI NA REGULASION ZONING SIHA 

MA'INTENSIONA NA AKSION: I Atministrad6t Zoning guini pa'gu ha aprueba i pupblikasi6n i tinattiyi 
na manmaproponi na regulasion siha. I Atministrad6t Zoning ha intensiona para u adapta esti na regulasion 
siha, sigun para i Akton Administrative Procedure, 1 CMC § 9104(a). Yanggin ma'adapta, esti na 
regulasion siha siempri urnifektibu gi halum dies dihas dispues di pupblikasi6n i Nutisian i Adaptasi6n gi 
halum i Rehistran Commonwealth. l CMC § 9105(b). 

ATURIDAT: Esti i regulasion siha manmacho'gui papa aturidat i 2 CMC § 7221 (d), ni ha fuetsao i 
Kuetpun Zoning para u cho'gui i regulasion para u kinatga huyung i intensiona yan i rason i Zoning Code 
i Commonwealth gi Sangkattan na Islas Marianas; sigun para Seksiona 309 Lain Zoning giya Sa'ipan desdi 
2013, 10 CMC § 3511, ni aturisa i Kuetpu para u gubietna yan aplika yan para u cho'gui i regulasion siha 
para u kinatga huyung i ma'intensiona yan i rason siha; yan Seksiona 30504 gi Nuisance Abatement yan 
Akton Blighted Property Maintenance desdi 2018 ni ma' aturisa i Atministrad6t Zoning para u ma' aplika i 
tema yan macho'gui i regulasion siha mo'na. 

I TEMA YAN I SUST ANSIAN I P ALABRA SIHA: Esti i manrnaproponi na regulasion siha ha klaruyi 
na u mana'fo'na umaplika i manimpottanti siha, mapegayi pena yan mamutta, ya mana'klaru i maneran 
nutisian i aktibidat nu i "enforcement" ngai'an para u mana 'huyung yan para u machuli' i apela. 

Gi Disembri 18, 2019, I Kuetpun Zoning mabota para u mapupblika esti i manmaproponi na regulasion 
siha para upiiion. 

DIREKSION PARA U MAPO'LU YAN PUPBLIKASION: Esti i manmaproponi na amendasi6n siha 
debi na u mapupblika gi halum i Rehistran Commonwealth gi halum i seksiona ni maproponi yan nuebu na 
ma'adapta na regulasion siha gi (l CMC § 9102(a)(l)) yan u mapega gi mangkumbinienti na lugat siha 
tatkumu i civic center yan i ufisinan gubietnu siha gi kada distritun senadot, kuntodu fino' English yan i 
dos na lingguahin natibu. (ICMC§ 9104(a)(l )). 

OPINON SlHA: I manintires na pattida siha siiia muna'halum tinigi' upiiion put i maproponi na regulasion 
siha para guatu as Therese T. Ogumoro, Atministrad6t Zoning, via U.S. mail para Caller Box I 0007, Saipan, 
MP 96950, pat via email para as therese.ogumoro@cnmizoning.com. I upiiion, data, views, pat testimoiion 
kinentra siha debi na u mana'halum gi halurn trenta (30) di has ginin i fetchan pupblikasi6n nu esti na nutisia. 
I CMC § 9104(a)(2). 

Nina'halum as:�� 
Therese T. Ogumoro 
Atministrad6t Zoning 

Fetcha: 

Add. 
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Add. 

/71-...,____ 

Rinisibi as: �// 
Oscar Babau_t_a�,"--.=AC:.--=--------------

Ispisiat na Ayudanti Para Atministrasi6n 

Pine'lu yan 
Ninota as: ---1--------------
E s ihe.r f?-m � N /o,fa.s 
Rehistran Commonwealth 

Fetcha: .;;IA 

Fetcha: 7. ({c, · 2'/-

Hu settifika, sigun para 1 CMC § 2153(e) yan 1 CMC § 9104(a)(3), na hu ribisa yan 
aprueba esti na regulasion siha kumu fotma yan ligat na sufisienti. 

Fetcha: _]A_��/1-0_U/_ 
SAN 

Abugadu Henerat 
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Nuisance Abatement and Blighted Property Maintenance Act of 2018 (SLL 20-25) 

REGULATIONS 

§ 165-30.1-700 Purpose 

The regulations in this part provide for and impose conditions upon the issuance of notices for the 
violations of conditions in the Nuisance Abatement and Blighted Properties Maintenance Act of 
2018. The existence of abandoned and significantly dilapidated, damaged, unrepaired, 
unmaintained, and unattended structures with nuisance surroundings can adversely impact the 
property values and safety of abutting properties and the immediate neighborhood or the entire 
community. These blighted properties can threaten the health, safety, and welfare of residents and 
business operations and cause hundreds of thousands, even millions, of dollars in property 
damages or losses. 
The regulations in this part are additives and supplement the other regulations and provisions in 
this title and the Saipan Zoning Law. In the event of any conflict with any other provision of law 
or regulation, the more restrictive provision shall prevail. 

§165-30.1-701 Definitions 

When used in the regulations in this subchapter, the following terms shall have the respective 
meanings: 

Add. 

(a.) "Abandoned vehicle" means a vehicle that does not bear a license plate, or is 
unregistered and incapable of moving under its own power. 

(b.) "Abate" or "Abatement" means the act of eliminating or nullifying. 
(c.) "Administrator" means the Zoning Administrator as provided in 2 CMC § 7222 
(d.) "Blight, blighting influence or blighting factor" mean either: that which endangers life 

or property by fire or other causes or that which substantially impairs or arrests property 
values or the sound growth of the Commonwealth and is a menace to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition and use. 

(e.) "Compliance Plan" means a plan of action from the property owner and/or violator in 
addressing the Notice to Abate. 

1 
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Add. I 

(f.) "Enforcement Division" or "enfor�ement division" refers to section within Zoning 
and/or Zoning personnel who conduct inspections and enforcement activities. 

(g.) "Inspection warrant" means a warrant for Zoning to enter the property to inspect and/or 
determine compliance after there is probable cause that a violation of this Act exists on 
the property. 

(h.) "Thoroughfare" refers to any roadway where vehicles travel at speeds greater than 30 
miles per hour, including, but not limited to, Beach Road, Middle Road (Chalan Pale 
Arnold), Isa Drive, Chalan Monsignor Guerrero, Chalan Monsignor Martinez, Tomas 
Sablan Road, Koblerville Road, Dandan Road, Kagman Road, and As Perdido Road. 
See NMIAC § 1 55-20. 1 -00S(e). 

(i.) "Minor violation" means as explained in §165-30.1-705. Enforcement Process 
G.) "Non-Residential" means commercial or industrial use, government use, or any use 

that is not a single-family dwelling. This includes public parks, farms, agriculture, 
places of worship, social halls, or temporary debris staging areas. 

(k.) "Nuisance" means a thing, circumstance, or person causing inconvenience or 
annoyance. An act, condition, or thing that is illegal because it interferes with the rights 
of the public and private citizens. See SLL 20-25 §106 (expanding nuisance definition 
to prohibited conditions and public nuisances). 

(I.) "Owner" means holder of the property title in fee simple as well as person or persons 
with legal title to a dwelling unit, has control of a dwelling, authorized agent, or has a 
leasehold interest of twenty-five (25) years or more. See SLL 20-25 § 105. 

(m.) "Property" means a structure, land, premise, or vehicle of any type, e.g., heavy 
equipment, motor vehicle, motorbikes, boats, water vessels. 

(n.) "Public nuisance" means any unsafe or unsanitary condition which endangers the 
public health, welfare or safety of the community. Some examples enumerated in the 
law include: abandoned buildings and vehicles, accumulated garbage or debris, overgrown vegetation, and man-made pools that produce breeding places for disease 
vectors. See SLL 20-25 § 106. 

(o.) "Public property" means government property, which include buildings, parks, open 
space, gardens, vehicles. 

2 
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(p.) "Residential" means single-family dwellings. 
(q.) "the Act" means the Nuisance Abatement and Blighted Property Maintenance Act of 

2018, as set forth in Saipan Local Law No. 20-25 and as codified at 1 0  CMC §§ 30501-
305 1 7. 

(r.) "Zoning Board" or "Board" means the Commonwealth Zoning Board as provided in 2 
CMC § 7221 

§ 165-30.1-702 Orders and Notice 
Whenever the Administrator finds any violation of the Act, the Administrator may order the owner of the property to abate the nuisance, correct the violation and/or impose penalties. 
A. The Zoning Administrator shall post a Notice of an Order of Abatement or Notice to Abate 
("Notice") on the premises where the public nuisance exists. 
C. The Notice shall have a description of the public nuisance and nature of the violation. The 
Notice shall include the time period allowed for termination or abatement of the nuisance. The 
Notice shall also include the time period allowed for a written petition for an appeal to the Zoning Board. The Notice shall also inform the property owner that the termination of the public nuisance 
by the Commonwealth shall result in a lien against the property for various costs in accordance 
with the law. Finally, the Notice shall inform the property owner that the Commonwealth reserves 
the right to hold the owner of the property or leasehold interest personally liable for the costs of 
correcting the offending condition(s). See SLL 20-25 § 1 12. 
D. The Administrator shall serve all orders on the property owner. Mailing of the order shall 
be sufficient proof of service, or the order may be personally served or served by some other 
method recognized under the laws of the Commonwealth ( e.g. I O  CMC § 305 10). If the 
Administrator cannot ascertain the mailing address of the owner after making reasonable inquiries, 
the posted notice of the order on the property shall constitute sufficient notice to the owner, or the 
representative thereof, and no additional notice or service shall be required for any action 
hereunder." 

§165-30.1-703: Hearing on Order to Abate Nuisance 

Add. 

(i.) Upon receiving an Order to Abate Nuisance, the property owner has a right to make a 
written appeal for a hearing before the Zoning Board. 

(ii.) The property owner must exercise their appeal rights within thirty (30) days after the 
date of mailing the Order of Abatement or Notice to Abate, the date of posting, or the 

3 
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date that he or she is served with the order. 1 Service can be made upon the property 
owner through methods recognized by Commonwealth law. 

(iii.� An appeal to the Zoning Board shall conform to the appeal process as set forth in 
NMIAC § 165-30. 1 -707 and in accordance with the Commonwealth Administrative 
Procedure Act, 1 CMC §§ 9101-9 1 1 5. 

1 §165-30.1-704 Historical Buildings 
1

1

(a) A property owner may apply for a "mothballing certificate" for any historical structure 
that would otherwise be considered blighted or a nuisance under the Act by submitting an [ application, as provided by the Administrator, to the Zoning Office. 

1 The Administrator may grant a mothballing certificate for a term of one ( 1 )  year, with an option · for an extension. A property owner shall submit in writing a justification to extend an authorization 
for mothballing no later than thirty (30) consecutive days before the expiration of an authorization. 
;Failure to do so shall subject the property owner for payment of the applicable standard penalty 
i fees set forth in these regulations. 
I jPayment of the applicable penalty fee by the property owner shall in no way relief the property 
:owner from complying with the Act and these regulations. Additional penalties may be assessed 
which the property owner shall be liable for payment. 
:After such time, owners shall comply with all procedures to maintain the property as required 
1by the Act and these regulations. 
§165-30.1-705 Enforcement Process 

:(a) Issuance of a Notice of Violation. When the enforcement division observes a blighted 
property or a property deemed a public nuisance pursuant to 1 0  CMC §30506, the Administrator 

1

shall issue a written violation notice to the property owner in accordance with Subsection 702 of 
jthese regulations. 
l(b) Enforcement Priorities. While all violations are subject to enforcement for compliance, the 
Zoning Office's enforcement division's resources will be allocated in the following order of 
'importance, but by no means excluding other areas or zoning districts: 

Add. 1 

(1)  Properties within sight of thoroughfares. 
(2) Properties within a 300 foot radius of a school, playground, or daycare (radius 

measured from the approximate center of the property on which the school campus 
is situated) 

1 Although SLL 20-25 law provides for fifteen ( 1 5) days, the Zoning Administrator will provide 
property owners with additional time. 

4 
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(3) Properties within view of tourist concentrated areas including without limitation, 

the Beach Road, Tourist Resort, Garapan East, and Garapan Core zoning districts 
or tourist sites including, but not limited to, historical landmarks. 

( 4) Properties within villages in Saipan where it could be observed by a reasonable 

person that blight or nuisance exists. 

( c) Types of Violations 

( 1 )  Minor Violation 

Add. 

a. Courtesy Notice. Any member of the public may report minor property violation, e.g., 

nuisance, abandoned property, unmaintained property, etc., by calling or writing to the 

Zoning Office, and providing sufficient description of the violation, location of the 

violation, and any other information available. The Zoning Enforcement may submit 

a report of minor violation upon finding the violation on its own to the Administrator. 

Upon receipt of a report of a minor violation, the Zoning Enforcement may conduct an 
onsite inspection for verification purposes. The Administrator shall prepare a written 

Courtesy Notice and shall cause the Courtesy Notice to be served in person to the owner 

of the property, or if the owner cannot be located, by posting the Courtesy Notice onsite 

or by other means of delivery. Posting of the Courtesy Notice onsite shall be deemed 

delivered to the property owner. The Courtesy Notice must describe the alleged 

violation. 

Upon the date of receipt of the Courtesy Notice by the property owner or from the date 

of posting onsite, the property owner shall have time to respond. A residential property 
owner shall have not more than thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of the Courtesy 

Notice or from the date of posting onsite to respond in writing and delivering same to 

the Administrator. Within the thirty-day period to respond in writing, the property 

owner may certify that the violations are unfounded or have been corrected by returning 

a Property Owner Certification form ( available at the Office of Zoning) with current 

color photographs of the property. 

By signing the Owner Certification form, the property owner agrees to maintain the 

property in compliance with these regulations and the Act at all times without 
additional notices. If another complaint is received from a member of the public or 

upon the finding of such by the Zoning Enforcement regarding the same or similar 

violation and the Zoning Enforcement has verified the complaint by conducting an 

onsite inspection, the Administrator shall issue a Notice of Violation in accordance 

with subsection 2 below. Such notice of violation shall include an assessment of fines 
as provided in § 1 65-30. 1 -7 1 1 of these regulations. 

(2) Violations other than minor violations 

5 
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Add. ' 

a. Notice of Violation. After Zoning Enforcement has inspected and verified a violation 
in fact, the Administrator shall issue an Order to Abate ("Order to Abate" or ''Notice") 
to the property owner. The Notice shall include a description of each of the violations 
and must state with clarity the corrections the property owner must undertake and the 
timeline to complete the corrections. The Notice shall be posted on the property subject 
to the notice of violation and shall advise the property owner to contact the 
Administrator to discuss the violations and the necessary steps to abate the violations. 
The residential or commercial property owner shall have no more than thirty days (30) 
to contact the Administrator. 

The Administrator shall notify the property owner in writing that the applicable fines 
will be imposed as set forth in these regulations. The property owner shall be 
responsible for paying fines accruing from the date of notice by the Administrator, and 
the fines shall continue to accrue until the property owner has corrected the violations 
and the Administrator has certified in writing that the violations have been corrected 
in full. 

If the Administrator fails to hear from the property owner after notice of violation has 
been served on the property owner or the posting of the notice onsite and it becomes 
clear that the property owner had • failed to correct the violations noted within the 
deadline for compliance, the Administrator may proceed to contract a private company 
to correct the noted violations and for the maintenance and security of the property 
(which may require obtaining an Inspection Warrant). After the property in question 
has been cleaned, maintained, and secured, the Administrator shall notify the property 
owner in writing that the noted violations have been corrected and that the property 
owner must pay the cost incurred by the Administrator to clean, maintain, and secure 
the property in question. The Administrator shall itemize the cost incurred and paid 
by the Administrator and deliver same to the property owner with a written demand to 
settle the charges no later than one hundred eighty ( 1 80) days from the date of the 
written notice. The Administrator shall provide actual invoices and payment receipts 
to the property owner. Property that has been cleaned and improved by the Zoning 
Office or the Commonwealth government must be identified with a posting "Cleaned 
by Zoning" which posting must display the date and contact information to report 
blight and erected on the property in question. 

b. Notice of Repeat Violation. Whe� the same or similar violation has been verified 
within 24 months with respect to the same property, the property owner will 
immediately be issued an Order to Abate. Penalties and fines will be assessed and 
issued as provided in these regulations. The property owner will be allowed ten ( 1 0) 
days to correct the violation(s) on the same property. If the violations are not corrected 
within the ten-day period, a re-inspection notice will be issued (unless the issue is blight 
and Zoning Enforcement exercises its power to contract for property maintenance in 
which case Zoning wil l  post the property as blighted and proceed with maintenance 
contracting). Non-compliance will accrue additional fines. A Compliance Plan shall be 

6 
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required. The Compliance Plan must be approved by the Zoning Administrator. Non
compliance will accrue fee assessments. 

§165-30.1-706 Mitigation of Imminent Hazard 

Whenever a building, structure, portion thereof, or real property is in such immediately 

dangerous condition due to the existence of or to the perilous risk to the health and 

welfare of the tenants, property owners and the community, the Administrator may take 

immediate action which can include the abatement of dangerous conditions or defects by 

contractors. Noncompliance will accrue fee assessments and civil penalties subject to 
§165-30.1-712. Schedule of Fines/ Fees 

§165-30.1-707 Foreclosed and Vacant Properties 

Unsecured, blighted properties are an attractive nuisance for trespassers and illegal dumping. 
Banks and other lenders are responsible for maintaining properties while in foreclosure and 
must post property management contact information in the front window of the property or at 
any location on the property where it will be conspicuous to the public. Banks and other 
lenders responsible for foreclosed and vacant properties are also subject to these regulations 
as well as penalties and fines. The property must remain clear of trash and debris and must be 
secured. 

§ 165-30.1-708 Blighted Property Database 

The Zoning Office may create a database to keep and maintain the records of blighted properties. 
The database may also include historical properties. This database may be updated at least every 
six months. 

§165-30.1-709 Reporting Suspected Violations 

Any resident or member of the public may report a suspected violation of this law. Written 
complaints shall be submitted on a form prescribed by the Administrator. In the absence of a 
written complaint, Zoning may inspect and initiate an investigation of a possible violation of 
this Act. A report of a suspected violation may trigger a request for an inspection warrant. 

§165-30.1-710 Requests for Extension 

A request for extension of the time period established for abatement shall be submitted to the 
Administrator in writing no later than fifteen ( 1 5) days before expiration. The Administrator 
may approve or disapprove the request and must notify the requestor in writing of the decision 
no later than fifteen ( 1 5) days from receipt of the request. In the event a written request for 
extension is not delivered and received by the Administrator within the fifteen ( 1 5) days after 
notice is issued to abate, the Order to Abate remains in effect and the property owner must 

Add. 

COMMONWEALTH REGISTER 

7 

VOLUME 46 NUMBER 07 JULY 17, 2024 PAGE 051202 



I 

comply within the stated deadline to abate. These 15-day deadline periods shall be based on 
calendar days, excluding holidays and weekends. 

A request for an extension after the lapse of the deadline will be considered subject to the 
1 requestor providing the Administrator in writing the reason for missing the deadline to 
request. The Administrator shall have the discretion to request from the requestor any 
information necessary for the Administrator to make an informed decision whether to grant an 
, extension, which discretion will be granted sparingly. Any extension to be granted by the 
· Administrator shall not exceed ninety (90) consecutive days from the date the extension is 
granted in writing. 

I 

I 

i §165-30.1- 71 1 Penalties and Fines 

A residential property owner in violation of the Act shall have ninety (90) days from the date 
notice was issued from the Administrator or from the date the Notice to Abate was mailed or 
; posted on the property to terminate/abate the nuisance or the blight without penalties. Failure of 
l the residential property owner to terminate the nuisance or abate the blight after ninety (90) days i shall result in the assessment of penalties as provided in these regulations, or a lien against the 
: property. 
A non-residential property owner in violation of the Act shall have sixty ( 60) days from the date 
:notice was issued from the Administrator or from the date the Notice to Abate was mailed or 
I 

1 posted on the property to terminate/abate the nuisance or the blight without penalties. Failure of 
: the non-residential property owner to terminate the nuisance or abate the blight after sixty (60) 
�days shall result in the assessment of penalties as provided in these regulations, or a lien against 
the property. 
: If the Commonwealth terminates the public nuisance, the owner of the property upon which the 
lpublic nuisance was terminated shall repay the total expense, including administrative costs and 
! interest, incurred by the Commonwealth. 

Add. I 

a. If the Commonwealth is not repaid the total expense incurred by the 
Commonwealth, a lien shall be placed on the property and any other property of 
the owner, for the total expense or penalties imposed. 

b. The Administrator shall have a nuisance abatement lien cost statement and invoice 
prepared. The nuisance abatement lien cost statement and invoice shall be mailed 
to the owner and a "Notice of Assessment and Lien" shall be published once in a newspaper. 

c. The lien shall be recorded with the Commonwealth Recorder's Office and will be 
deemed effective and final against the real property upon which a nuisance has 
been abated and any other property of the owner. The lien shall be enforceable and 
continue in full force for 20 years after the date the lien is recorded, or discharged 
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by payment, or stayed or terminated by the court. The lien does not accrue interest 
if it is paid in full within one hundred eighty ( 180) days after the notice. After this period, the lien accrues at an interest rate of six ( 6) percent per annum. 

d. Violations of the provisions of the Act and / or these regulations shall be punishable 
by a civil penalty or the property may become subject to a lien. Fines will be issued 
in accordance with the Schedule of Fines/ Fees, §165-30.1-712. If remediation is 
not performed by the date required as stated in the Notice of Violation, fines will 
be issued against the property owner for each day such violation(s) exist beyond 
the remediation period. 

A first offense shall be subject to a minimum $200.00 fine and any other penalties authorized 
under CNMI law. Second and subsequent offenses shall be subject to penalties up to $1,000 
per day and any other penalties authorized under CNMI law. Each day of violation shall 
constitute a separate offense, per the Schedule of Fines/ Fees, §165-30.1-712. 

If the Commonwealth terminates the public nuisance, the owner of the property upon which the public nuisance was terminated shall repay the total expense, including administrative costs and 
interest, incurred by the Commonwealth. Violators will also be responsible for all costs and expenses associated with enforcement of the Act. Costs and expenses may include but are not 
limited to, the collection of any civil penalties, attorney fees, court costs, mailing costs, advertising costs, and filing fees. Additionally, any Owner/Occupant who, after receiving notice of violation pursuant to Section 702 or 704 and after fifteen ( 15) days' notice continues to 
violate the provisions of this Act, such Owner/Occupant shall be fined by the Commonwealth 
the maximum allowed by law, as the same may be amended from time to time, for each day for 
which it can be shown based on actual inspection of the property on each such day, that the 
Blighted premises continue to exist after written notice to the Owner/Occupant as provided 
herein and the expiration time to remediate. 
Any Owner/Occupant who does not deliver or mail written demand for a hearing within thirty 
(30) days of the date the Notice to Abate was mailed, delivered personally to the property 
owner, or posted on the property, shall be deemed to have admitted liability, and the 
Administrator shall certify that such Owner/ Occupant had failed to respond. The civil 
penalties, fines, costs and/or fees provided for in the Act shall be assessed in full. 
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§165-30.1-712 Schedule of Fines/ Fees 

VR, VC, Others * GC, GE, BR, TR ** Payment 
Per day D 

I st 2nd
/ Repeat 1 st 2nd

/ Repeat After Deadline 
Violation Violation Violation Violation Located along Deadline 

Thoroughfares (a.) (b. )  (c.) 

$200.00 $450.00 $400.00 $650.00 same as 
violation fee 7 plus $ 1 50 

$500.00 $750.00 $750.00 $ 1 ,250.00 
$ 1 ,000.00 

5 plus $300 
* · Village Residential, Village Commercial, Mixed Commercial, Rural, Public Resource, 

Agricultural ,  and Industrial zoning districts 
�� * :  Garapan Core, Gara pan East, Beach Road, and Tourist Resort zoning districts 

(a.) The main roadways where vehicles travel at speeds greater than 30 miles per hour, 
including, but not limited to, Beach Road, Middle Road (Chalan Pale Arnold), Isa 
Drive, Chalan Monsignor Guerrero, Chalan Monsignor Martinez, Tomas Sablan Road, 
Koblerville Road, Dandan Road, Kagman Road, and As Perdido Road. 

(b.) The fine imposed starting on the day after the deadline, and each day thereafter. 
(c.) The due day to pay the fine imposed, after the date of the notice to pay fine. 
(d.) The day allowed to remind property owners to pay the fine before the deadline. 

The "days" referenced in this schedule shall be based on calendar days, excluding holidays 
and weekends. 

Example: If a 2nd violation occurs on a property within the GE zoning district by a business or 
non-residential owner then the following applies: 

$1, 250 fine will be imposed and the property owner will be given a notice to pay the fine 
within five (5) days (c.). A courtesy notice or call will be provided/or I day (d.) before the 
due date on the S" day. 
I

f the owner fails to pay the violation fine on the 5th day, the fine will be reassessed to 
include a daily accrual of $1 ,000 (b.) beginning on the 6th day and everyday thereafter 
until the fine is paid in fi1ll. 
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Fees: 

TYPE Residential: Non-Residential: 

Mothballing Certificate $365.00 annual / $2.00 per day $ 1 ,005.00 annual or $3 .50 per day 
Compliance Plan $50.00 per month $200.00 per month 
Violation 

§165-30.1-713: Appeals on the Notice of Assessment of Lien 

A property owner may appeal the Notice of Assessment and Lien within thirty days (30) after the 
date of mailing the order, or other service, including posting of the notice on the property. An 
appeal to the Zoning Board shall conform to the appeal process as set forth in NMIAC § 1 65-30. 1 -
707 and in accordance with the Commonwealth Administrative Procedure Act, 1 CMC §§  9101 -
91 1 5 .  
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