
DEC 19 1979 

The Honorable Lorenzo I. Guerrero 
President, The Senate 

and 

The Honorable Oscar C. Rasa 
Speaker 
House of Representatives 
First Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature 
Saipan, CM 96950 

Dear President Guerrero and Speaker Rasa: 

I am pleased to inform you that I have approved this date 
the following Act passed by the First Northern Marianas 
Commonwealth Legislature, Fourth Regular Session, 1979 
as follow: 

Senate Bill No. 1-104, .S.D.l, entitled: "An Act to 
provide for a new village honesteading program and 
for other purposesff, as Public Law No. 1-42. 

Certified copy of the above Act bearing my signature is 
forwar$ed herewith for your file. 

CARLOS' s . CAMACHO 
Governor 



FIRST NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

Fourth Regular Session, 1979 

AN ACT 

To provide f o r  a new v i l l a g e  homesteading program and f o r  
o the r  purposes. 

Offered by Senators Benjamin T. Manglona, Lorenzo I. Guerrero, 

Pedro P. Tenorio, Joseph S. Inos, Se ra f in  M. Dela Cruz, 

John U. Hofschneider, J u l i a n  S. Calvo 

Date: J u l y  30, 1979 . 

Senate Action 

Referred to :  Committee on Programs 

Standing Committee Report No. 1-249 

F i r s t  Reading: October 1, 1979 

Second Reading: October 2, 1979 

House Action 

Referred t o  : Commit tee on Resources and Development 

Standing Committee Report No. 1-225 

F i r s t  Reading: October 3 ,  1979 

Second Reading: November 21, 1979 

- - L L. CL-C- C. 7 7  . 
Juan/Teregeyo J / 
senate C l e r k  



FTRST XORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWE,-\LTH LEGTSLITURE 

FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 1979 

SESATE BILL 
N O .  1-104, S.D.1 

AN ACT 

To prov ide  f o r  a  new v i l l a g e  homesteading program and f o r  o t h e r  purposes .  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

S e c t i o n  1. Shor t  T i t l e .  T h i s  Act s h a l l  be  known and may be 

c i t e d  a s  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  V i l l a g e  Homesteading Act of 1979. 

S e c t i o n  2 .  F ind ings  and Purpose .  

( a )  The L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many r e s i d e n t s  of 

t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  who a r e  w i t h o u t  v i l l a g e  l o t s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  

s a f e ,  d e c e n t ,  and s a n i t a r y  d w e l l i n g  houses  f o r  themselves  and t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  and a r e  wi thou t  s u f f i c i e n t  means t o  purchase  v i l l a g e  l o t s .  

(b) The L e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  

a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  which may be d e s i g n a t e d  

by t h e  Marianas  P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion  t o  meet t h e  needs  of our  

r e s i d e n t s  who a r e  wi thou t  v i l l a g e  l o t s .  

( c )  I t  i s  t h e  purpose of t h i s  Act t o :  

(1) E s t a b l i s h  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  V i l l a g e  

Homesteading Program f o r  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s '  r e s i d e n t s  who a r e  

wi thou t  v i l l a g e  l o t s  and do n o t  have t h e  means t o  a c q u i r e  v i l l a g e  

l o t s ;  and 

(2 )  Prov ide  t h e  Marianas  P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion  w i t h  

s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  implement and a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s  

Act .  

S e c t i o n  3 .  Es tab l i shment  o f  t h e  Xorthern Xar iana I s l a n d s  V i l l a g e  -- 

. . 
homesteading Program. A v i l l a g e  homesteading program i s  hereby - 
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e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Mar ianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n ;  t h e  implementa t ion  

o f  t h e  program s h a l l  be  a s  p rov ided  by r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ;  t h e  program 

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o :  

( a )  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d e s i g n a t e d  

v i l l a g e  homesteading l o t s  which p r o v i d e :  

(1)  An a p p l i c a n t  must be  o f  Nor the rn  Marianas  d e s c e n t  

a s  d e f i n e d  i n  A r t i c l e  X I I ,  S e c t i o n  4 ,  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  

Nor the rn  Mariana I s l a n d s ;  

( 2 )  An a p p l i c a n t  i s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  more than  one  

v i l l a g e  homestead l o t ;  

(3)  An a p p l i c a n t  must be e i g h t e e n  (18) y e a r s  o l d  o r  

o l d e r  who i s :  

( A )  m a r r i e d ,  widowed, o r  unmarr ied  w i t h  dependent  

c h i l d r e n ;  o r  

( B )  s i n g l e .  

(4)  An a p p l i c a n t  o r  h i s  o r  h e r  spouse  must n o t  own o r  

have  any i n t e r e s t  i n  any v i l l a g e  l o t  o r  have  been a  r e c i p i e n t  o f  a  

v i l l a g e  homestead l o t .  

(b)  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  v i l l a g e  homestead s u b d i v i s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  modern u rban  p l a n n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  and which t a k e  i n t o  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  l o t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  roadways,  hous ing ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  and wa te r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  PROVIDED, however, t h a t  any v i l l a g e  s u b d i v i s i o n  approved 

p r i o r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  be  a f f e c t e d  by 

t h i s  Ac t .  
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( c )  Es tab l i shment  of  r e a s o n a b l e  f i l i n g  f e e s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  

c h a r g e s .  

(d)  Es tab l i shment  of  i n s p e c t i o n  and compliance p rocedures  f o r  

e a c h  d e s i g n a t e d  v i l l a g e  homestead program; PROVIDED, however, t h a t  t h e  

homesteader s h a l l  be g r a n t e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  compliance t h r e e  (3) y e a r s  

a f t e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of  a  homestead p e r m i t  and upon f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Marianas  P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion .  

( e )  Es tab l i shment  of  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of a  permit  

f o r  v i l l a g e  homestead l o t  which s h a l l  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  bu t  n o t  be 

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  immediate needs  f o r  housing,  number of  

dependen t s ,  and income. 

S e c t i o n  4 .  V i l l a g e  Homesteading Program P r i o r  t o  January  9,  1978. 

( a )  The Marianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  a d m i n i s t e r  a l l  

v i l l a g e  homesteading programs i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

s t a t u t e s ,  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  p o l i c i e s  i n  e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  January  9,  

1978,  which a r e  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h e  Northern  Mariana I s l a n d s .  

(b )  The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  v i l l a g e  homesteading 

programs : 

(1)  Teneto-Sinapalo  New V i l l a g e  Subd iv i s ion  -- Rota.  

(2)  San J o s e  New V i l l a g e  S u b d i v i s i o n  -- T i n i a n .  

(3)  Sugar King New V i l l a g e  S u b d i v i s i o n  -- Saipan.  

( c )  Notwi ths tand ing  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  S e c t i o n  4 ( a )  of  t h i s  

Act ,  t h e  Marianas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n  may, f o r  good c a u s e  shown, 

waive r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  and p o l i c i e s  which a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  v i l l a g e  
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homes tead ing  programs e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  9,  1978.  

S e c t i o n  5 .  -- Waiver o f  Homestead Requ i remen t s .  

( a )  The Mar i anas  P u b l i c  Land C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  g r a n t i n g  d e e d s  t o  p e r s o n s  who have  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n t i n u o u s  

u s e  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  (15)  y e a r s  as o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  

( b )  A p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  a  deed  unde r  t h i s  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  

l i m i t e d  t o  a  v i l l a g e  homestead l o t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  exceed  one  thousand 

(1 ,000)  s q u a r e  m e t e r s ;  and 

( c )  A p e r s o n  c l a i m i n g  a n y  r i g h t  t o  p u b l i c  l a n d s  b e c a u s e  o f  

c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  (15) y e a r s  as o f  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  must  meet  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  unde r  t h i s  Act and i t s  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  6 .  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  Mortgage.  The Mar i anas  P u b l i c  Land 

C o r p o r a t i o n  i s  h e r e b y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  mor tgage  v i l l a g e  homestead l o t s  on 

b e h a l f  o f  homes teade r s  who a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  hous ing  l o a n s  unde r  

A r t i c l e  V I I ,  S e c t i o n  702(d )  o f  t h e  Covenant ,  o r  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  l o a n s  

u n d e r  t h e  Farmers  Home A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  program o r  from p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c  

l e n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

S e c t i o n  7 .  R u l e s  and  R e g u l a t i o n s .  The M a r i a n a s  P u b l i c  Land 

C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  a d o p t  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  implement ing  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

o f  t h i s  Act .  

S e c t i o n  8 .  S e v e r a b i l i t y .  I f  a n y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  Act o r  any  r u l e  

o r  r e g u l a t i o n  promulgated  h e r e u n d e r ,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  any  such  

p r o v i s i o n ,  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  to  anv  p e r s o n  or  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s h a l l  be 
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h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  by a  c o u r t  of  competent  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h e  remainder  of  t h i s  

Act o r  any r u l e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  promulgated  p u r s u a n t  t h e r e t o  o r  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  such  p r o v i s i o n s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  r u l e s  t o  pe r sons  o r  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  t o  which i t  i s  h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  s h a l l  n o t  be 

a f f e c t e d  t h e r e b y .  

S e c t i o n  9 .  E f f e c t i v e  Date .  T h i s  A c t  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon i t s  

a p p r o v a l  by t h e  Governor,  o r  upon i t s  becoming law w i t h o u t  such  a p p r o v a l .  

C a r l o s  b.  Camacho 
Governor 
Commonwealth of  t h e  Nor thern  Marianas  


