
&ommo~itucolttj of tljt Rortfprn Hariann S~lnnbs:  F~~~~ o l ~ l ~ l ~ ~ l l ~ l ,  t,sN 

@ffict ot t f je  Q1Sabtrnor ( i O V .  c A I ~ I , ~ ;  N h l l  A l ) l J l ; l  S!\ lt lAN ss 

Q gS~ ipnr t , f ln r~nna  3 a I ~ n b b  w950 I { I . - I ~ ~ ,  Y I,o 

The Honorable 0lympi.o T 
President of  the Senate 
Third Northern Marianas 

k y i s l a t u r e  
Saipan, 0 1  96950 

and 

The I.J,onorabl.e Beiiigno R. I ' i t ia l  
Speaker, House of rZcpresmtatives 
Third Nort;hei-n INarianas Comn\\~ealth 

Legislature 
Saipan, CI.1 96350 

Mr. President and Yx. Speaker: 

This is  t o  inform p i  that  1: have signed into  l a w  Senatc Bi.l.1 N o .  
3-67'! H.D.1 ,  e n t i t l d ,  " ~ o  provide for  the transfer of t i i : lc:  in 
rea l  p r o p r t y  homsteadd during a marriage to a surviving SLX,USC, 

and for other pqxses, " which was passed by the 'I'llird Nor t1-1~1-11 

Picirianas Corm.onwea1t.h Legislature. 

Attached a l so  is a letter fronl the Executive Di.~:cctor of the 
Mximas  R1bl.j-c Land Coqx,ration i n  whi.ch he raises concern 
regarding the fai.l.ure of the bill .  t o  include hn~:cst:ec~:Cis axrL1.il:cd 
under 1Ybl.i~ law No. 1-42. I understand t h a t  t1)i.s conccm I-1x3 
k t 3 7  ~~.SCIJ.SS& with 1-he Senate Leg-a1 Counsel. a ~ ~ i l  ;in runen:iw?nt-. had 
keen agreed u p n .  Please review and t a k e  appropriate action, 

Sincerely, <- 
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THIRD NORTHERN M A R I A N A S  COFlF?ONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

THIRD REGULAR SESSION, 1983 

AN ACT 

To p rov ide  f o r  the  t r a n s f e r  o f  t i t l e  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  homesteaded 
d u r i n g  a marr iage t o  a s u r v i v i n g  spouse, and f o r  o t h e r  purposes. 

Of fe red  by Senators Olympio T. Bor ja ,  J u l i a n  S. Calvo, Ponciano C. Rasa, 

Ramon t4. Dela Cruz, Benjamin T. Flanglona, and F r o i l a n  C. Tenor io  

Date : August 11, 1982 

SENATE ACTION 

Refer red  t o :  Committee on Resources, Economic Devel opnent and Program 

Standing Committee Report  No. 3-149 

Second and F ina l  Reading: September 29, 1982 

Acceptance o f  House Amendments: J u l y  21, 1983 

HOUSE ACTION 

Refer red  t o :  Cornmi t t e e  on Resources and Devel opmen t 

Standing Commi t t e e  Report  No. 3-1 16 

F i  r s t  Reading: February 15, 1983 

Second Reading : June 21, 1983 



T H I R D  F lOETHERt i  I ' iARIAPIAS CC;F!PlCtlW E A L T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  SENATE EILL 
RC. 3 - 6 7 ,  E.D.1 

SECOMG REGULAR SESSION, 1982 

AFI ACT . - 
To p rov i de  f o r  t he  t r a n s f e r  o f  t i t l e  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  homesteaded 
d u r i n g  marr iage t o  a  s u r v i v i n g  spouse, and f o r  o t h e r  purposes. 

BE I T  ENACTED B Y  THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 

Sec t i on  1. Sho r t  T i t l e .  T h i s  Ac t  may be c i t e d  as t h e  " M a r i t a l  

Homestead T i t l e  Act o f  1983." 

Sec t i on  2. C e f i n i t i o n s .  As used i n  t h i s  Act-- 

( a )  " C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Compl iance"  means c e r t i f i c a t e s  executed 

pursuan t  t o  67 TTC 5208. 

(b )  " C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  T i t l e "  means those c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  

t i t l e  i ssued  pursuant  t o  67 TTC 5117. 

( c )  "Deed o f  Conveyance" means those deeds executed 

pursuant  t o  67 TTC 5208. 

(d)  "Grantee Spouse" means t h a t  spouse named as g ran tee  

o f  m a r i t a l  homestead p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  Deed o f  Conveyance o r  

C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  T i t l e .  

(e)  "Homestead Permi t "  means those pe rm i t s  issued pursuant  

t o  67 TTC 5206. 

( f )  "Land Commi ss ion"  means t h e  Nor thern  r lar iana I s 1  ands 

Land Commission. 

(g) " M a r i t a l  Homestead Proper ty "  means t h a t  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  

f o r  which a  Deed o f  Conveyance o r  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  T i t l e  has been 

issued, naming as t h e  g ran tee  o r  owner one spouse o f  a  marr iage,  

if such marr iage occurred a t  any t ime p r i o r  t o  the  e x p i r a t i o n  of 

t h e  requ i red  homestead term. 
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( h )  "Clarriage" and "Mar r ied"  means a mar r iage  recognized 

under a p p l i c a b l e  law.  

( i )  "Required Homestead Term" means t h a t  pe r i od  o f  t ime, as 

s e t  f o r t h  i n  67 TTC $208, o r  o t h e r  a p p l i c a b l e  law, which i s  t h e  

number o f  years  which a  homesteader i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  have compi led 

w i t h  homestead requi rements  p r i o r  t o  t he  issuance o f  a C e r t i f i c a t e  

o f  Conpl iance. 

( j )  " S u r v i v i n g  Spouse" means t h a t  spouse who su rv i ves  a  

grantee spouse and who was mar r i ed  t o  t h e  g ran tee  spouse p r i o r  

t o  t he  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  homestead term and who remain 

ma r r i ed  t o  t h e  g ran tee  spouse u n t i l  t h e  t i ~ e  o f  death o f  t h e  

grantee spouse. 

Sec t i on  3. T i  tl e  T rans fe r  Appl i c a t i o n .  A  s u r v i v i n g  spouse may 

f i l e  a  T i t l e  T rans fe r  A p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Land Commission on a  form 

t o  be made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  Land Commission, which p rov ides  a t  l e a s t  

the  f o l l  owing i n f o rma t i on :  

(a )  The names o f  t h e  g ran tee  spouse and s u r v i v i n g  spouse; 

( b )  The da te  o f  t h e i r  marr iage;  

( c )  The da te  and p l ace  o f  dea th  o f  t h e  grantee spouse; 

( d )  An a f f i r r m t i o n  t h a t  t h e  g ran tee  spouse and s u r v i v i n g  

spouse were mar r i ed  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  death o f  t h e  grantee spouse; 

( e )  A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  m a r i t a l  homestead proper ty ;  

( f )  An a f f i r m a t i o n  t ha t ,  t o  t h e  knowledge o f  the  s u r v i v i n g  

spouse, t h e  m a r i t a l  homestead p r o p e r t y  has n o t  been so ld  o r  

o therw ise  conveyed t o  a  t h i r d  person; 
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(g )  An a f f i r m a t i o n  t ha t ,  t o  t he  knowledge o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  

spouse, the  p r o p e r t y  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  any mortgages; or ,  i f  i t  

i s  s u b j e c t  t o  any por tgage,  t h e  appl i c a n t  s h a l l  a t t a c h  an 

a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f rom t h e  mortgagee consen t ing  t o  t he  t r a n s f e r  o f  

t i  tl e. 

(h)  A r eques t  t h a t  t i t l e  i n  t he  m a r i t a l  homestead p rope r t y  

be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  name o f  t he  s u r v i v i n g  spouse. 

Sec t i on  4. Du t i es  o f  Land Commission. Upon r e c e i p t  o f  a  

T i t 1  e  T rans fe r  A p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  Land Commission s h a l l  determine 

t h a t :  

(a )  The p r o p e r t y  i n  ques t ion  i s  m a r i t a l  homestead 

p roper ty ;  and 

(b )  The appl  i c a n t  i s  t he  s u r v i v i n g  spouse o f  t h e  g ran tee  

spouse; and 

( c )  The p r o p e r t y  has n o t  been conveyed t o  a  t h i r d  person; 

then  t h e  Land Commission s h a l l  i s s u e  a new C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  T i t l e  

naming t h e  s u r v i v i n g  spouse as t h e  owner o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i f  a  

C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  T i t l e  was p r e v i o u s l y  i s sued  naming t h e  g ran tee  

spouse as t h e  owner, and, i f  no C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  T i t l e  had been so 

issued, then t h e  Land Commission s h a l l  i s s u e  an Amended Deed of  

Conveyance naming t h e  s u r v i v i n g  spouse as t h e  grantee. I n  each 

case, the  s u r v i v i n g  spouse s h a l l  be deemed t o  possess a l l  r i g h t ,  

t i t l e ,  and i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  which had t h e r e t o f o r e  been 

possessed by t h e  g ran tee  spouse and s u r v i v i n g  spouse, o r  e i t h e r  

o f  them. 
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Sect ion 5. R igh ts  o f  Grantee Spouse who i s  t he  Surv ivo r .  A 

grantee spouse of m a r i t a l  homestead p rope r t y  s h a l l  be deemed t o  possess 

a1 1 r i g h t ,  t i t l e ,  and i n t e r e s y i n  t he  p rope r t y  which had t h e r e t o f o r e  

been possessed by e i t h e r  t h e  grantee spouse, o r  h i s  spouse, i f  t he  

grantee spouse i s  t he  s u r v i v o r  o f  t he  two. 

Sec t ion  6 .  Other R igh ts  n o t  A f fec ted .  Nothing i n  t h i s  Act s h a l l  

be const rued as a f f e c t i n y  any r i g h t s  i n  any homestead p rope r t y  which i s  

n o t  encompassed w i t h i n  t h e  terms o f  t h i s  Act. 

Sec t ion  7. Du t i es  o f  fGr ianas  Publ i c  Land Corporat ion.  The 

Marianas Pu b l  i c  Land Corpora t i  on s h a l l  i n s p e c t  a1 1  Homestead Permi ts  

which i t  has issued and determine whether any h o l d e r  o f  a  Permi t  i s  

mar r ied .  The Corporat ion s h a l l  n o t i f y  each ho lde r  t h a t  he may f i l e  

an amendment t o  the  Homestead A p p l i c a t i o n  naming both h imse l f  and h i s  

spouse as homestead app l i can t s .  Therefore,  each C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  

Compl iance, Deed o f  Conveyance, and C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  T i  tl e  s h a l l  be 

issued i n  both persons'  names, and t h e  p rope r t y  s h a l l  be h e l d  j o i n t l y  

w i t h  t he  r i g h t  of su rv i vo rsh ip .  However, no th i ng  i n  t h i s  Act  s h a l l  

be const rued as a f f e c t i n y  any r i g h t s  of a  spouse whose name does n o t  

appear i n  a  Permit, C e r t i f i c a t e ,  Deed, o r  o t h e r  document issued by t he  

Kar ianas Publ i c  Land Corporat ion.  

Sec t ion  8, New Homestead Permi ts .  Each homestead pe rm i t  issued 

a f t e r  t he  e f f e c t i v e  da te  o f  t h i s  Act  s h a l l  be i ssued  i n  t he  name of both 

t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and h i s  spouse i f  t h e  Permi t  i s  issued i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  

because the  a p p l i c a n t  i s  marr ied,  and t h e  r i g h t s  i n  each homestead s h a l l  

be deaned t o  be he ld  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  o f  su rv i vo rsh ip .  
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1  Sec t ion  9. E f f e c t i v e  Date. Th i s  Ac t  s h a l l  take e f f e c t  upon 

2 i t s  approva l  by t h e  Governor o r  upon i t s  becoming law w i t h o u t  such 

3 approva l .  

! 

-- -.....- . Speaker 

ATTEST : 

C h i e f  C le rk  

Pedro P. Tenor io  
Governor / 
Commonweal t h  o f  t h e  No r the rn  k r i a n a  I s 1  ands 


