PUBLI C LAWND 7-48

SEVENTH NORTHERN VAR ANAS COMMONVEALTH LEA SLATURE HB. NQ 7- 229
SECOND SPECI AL SESSI AN, 1991

HD1 CCD

AN ACT

To amend 3 OMC, Sections 2212 through 2213 and Secti ons
2225, 2226, 2229, and 2230, the Medical Practice Act of
1991, and for other purposes.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN NVARI ANAS COVWMONVEALTH LEQ SLATURE:
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Section 1. Anendnent. 3 CMC, Section 2212, subsections

(b) , (c) and (f) are anended as fol | ows:

Wb) 'Practice of Medicine' nmeans t he undert aki ng by
a trained, licensed professional to diagnose, cure or
treat in any manner, or by any nmeans, mnet hods, devices or
instrumentalities, any disease, illness, pain, wound,
fracture, infirmty, deformty, defect or abnornal
physi cal or nental condition of any person.

(c) 'Practice of Dentistry' neans the undertaki ng by
a trained, licensed professional to diagnose, treat,
renmove stains and concretions from teeth, operate or
prescribe treatnent for any disease, pain, injury,
defi ci ency, deformty, or physical condition of the human
teeth, alveolar process, tenporonandi bular joint,
gingiva, or jaws, and who offers or undertakes by any
neans or nethods to diagnose, treat, renove stains or
concretions fromteeth, operate or prescribe treatnent
for any disease, pain, injury, deficiency, deformty or
physi cal conditionof the sane, or to take i npressions of

the teeth or jaws.
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(f) 'Physician's Assistant' means a skilled person

certified by the Board as bei ng qual i fied by academ c and

practical trainingto provide patient services under the

supervision and direction of a |l|icensed physician

responsi bl e for the performance of that assistant. The

term "physician's assistant” as used in this Chapter,

I ncl udes MEDEX, and nurse practitioners.”

Secti

fol | owns:

Not hi

on 2. Anendnent. 3 CMC, Section 2213 i s anended as

"Section 2213. Mdical Practice Act: Exceptions.

ng in this Chapter shall:

(a) Prohibit the traditional art of healing;

(b) Prohibit the rendering of nedical
assistance in cases of energencies requiring
| medi ate attention;

(c) Prohibit the donestic admnistration of
famly renedi es;

(d) Apply to any conm ssi oned rnedi cal officer
inthe United States Mlitary while engaged in the
di scharge of official duty;

(e) Apply to any practitioner of nedicine,
dentistry, or any ot her health care professionfrom
another state or territory when in actual
consultation with a licensed practitioner of this
Commonweal th if, at the tinme of the consultation,
the practitioner fromthe other state or territory
Is licensed to practice in the state or territory

in which he or she resides; provided that the
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practitioner from the other state or territory
shall not open an office, or appoint a place to
neet patients, or receive callswthinthe limts
of the Commonweal th; and provided further, that the
laws and regulations relating to contagious
di seases are not viol at ed;

(f) Apply to registered nurses, practical
nurses, or madw ves or dental hygienists;

(g Prohibit the practice of religion of
per sons who endeavor to prevent or cure di sease or
suffering by prayer or other spiritual means in
accordance with the tenets of any church.”

Section 3 Amendment. 3 CMC, Sections 2225, 2226, 2229

and 2230 shall be anended as fol | ows:

"Section 2225, Qualification of Applicant for
Li cense. Except as otherw se provided by | aw, no person

shall be licensed to practice any other health care
prof essi on unl ess the person has passed an exam nation
establ i shed i n Secti on 2229 and has been found t o possess
the necessary qualifications. Before any applicant is
determned eligible for the examnati on, the applicant

shall furnish proof satisfactory to the Board that
(& (1) The applicant is a citizen or
national of the United States or a permanent

resi dent of the Commonweal t h;

(2) Wen there is a physician shortage,
applicants who are not citizens or nationals

of the United States or pernanent residents of
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t he Commonweal th may qualify pursuant to the

discretion of the Board, provided that the

appl i cant has satisfactorily nmet t he

exam nation and educati on requirenents;

(b) The applicant is of good noral character;
and

(c) The applicant has conpl eted any educati on
and training required by the Board. provided,
however, that physicians shall have a mni nrum of
one full year of postgraduate training in a Uited
States or Canadi an institution, whichis equival ent
to at least a flexible internship rotation.
Specifically, the rotation nust include internal
nmedi ci ne and pediatrics. Applicants who graduated
fromforei gn nedi cal school s nust possess docunents
showi ng successful conpletion of at |east two (2)
years of postgraduate training in any recognized
United States or Canadian nedical institution.
Q aduates of Canadian nedical schools shall be
treated as equival ent to graduates of United States
medi cal schools and nust neet the sanme or
equi val ent postgraduate training and examnation
requi rements as United States graduates.

"Section 2226. Higibility of D plonmate of National
Board of Medical or Dental Examners. D plomates of the

Nati onal Board of Medical or Dental Exam ners or those
who have passed the Federation Licensing Exam nation

(FLEX) and with documents to showthat they have net all
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continuing nedical education requirenments shall be
| i censed without any further examnation. Wth respect
to any applicant the Board may require letters of
evaluation and interviews with chiefs of service of
attending physicians and associates who have been
affiliated with an applicant. The Board nmay additionally
require letters and interviews in connection with the
applicant's training programto assess the applicant's
qualificationsto practice nedicine or dentistry in the
C\M .

"Section 2229. Examnations and Conti nui ng Medi cal

tion.

(a) The Board may hold exam nations at | east
tw ce each year at such tine and pl ace as t he Board
may determne. Al exam nations shall be conduct ed
by such persons and such rules and regul ati ons as
the Board may prescribe. |If the Board does not
admnister its own examnation, it shall require
that an appl i cant pass either the National Board of
Medical or Dental Examnation or the Federation
Li censing Examnation before issuing a license.
Appl i cants from Canadi an nedi cal school s nust pass
the Canadian equivalent to the Uiited States
National Board of Medical or Dental Exam nation.

(b) The Board shall require that every
physi ci an appl i cant provi de proof of conpletion of
sufficient continuing nedical education (QWE)

credits prior to the issuance of any |icense.
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Applicants who have kept current with OVE credits
since the conpletion of postgraduate training are
required a mninumof 25 Category | OVE credits per
year or higher, as the Board nay determ ne.
Applicants who cannot show proof of up-to-date
Category | OvE credits shall be required to provide
proof of conpletion of sufficient, current QO
credits prior to licensure. The total nunber of
credits required shall be determned by the Board
through regul ation but shall not be |ess than 25
hours of Category I CME credits per year and nust
satisfy every year of delinquency. The Board shal
by regulation set forth the rules for COMVE credit
requi rements for other heal th care professionals.
"Section 2230. Fees. No applicant shall be exam ned
under this Chapter until the applicant has paid to the
Board a fee as determned by the Board. Any I|icense
I ssued under this section, other than a limted and
tenporary |icense, shall expiretwo years after the date
of issuance and upon expiration of the |icense, the
| i censee shal | re-register with the Board and pay a
fee as determned by the Board. At the tine of re-
regi stration, the physician, dentist, or other health
care professional shall present to the Board evi dence of
conpl i ance wi th a programof conti nui ng medi cal education
as outlined in Section 2229. Failure to re-register and
present such evidence shall constitute a forfeiture of

|icense, which may be restored only upon witten
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applicationtherefor and paynent to the Board of a fee as
determned by the Board, which is not refundable. Al
such fees shall be deposited by the Board with the
Drector of Financeto the credit of the general fund."
Section 4 Arendnment. 3 OMC, Section 4, Section 4438,

subsections (b) and (c) are amended as fol | ows:

"(b) Wthin 10 working days of initial entry into
t he Commonweal th of a nonresi dent worker for enpl oynent
under this chapter, or if the worker is already present
I n the Commonweal th for sonme other purpose, within ten
wor ki ng days after the Chief issues a nonresident worker
identification certificate for the worker, the worker
together with any acconpanying famly nenber, shall
undergo a physical examnation in the GComonwealth
perfornmed by any medi cal physician |icensed to practice
general medicineinthe Conmmonweal th by t he Commonweal t h
Medi cal Professional Licensing Board. Any famly menber
preceding or follow ng the nonresident worker to the
Commonweal t h shal | al so undergo a nedi cal exam nati on by
a nedi cal physicianlicensedto practice general medicine
in the Comonwealth by the Commonwealth Medical
Pr of essi onal Li censing Board wi t hi n 10 wor ki ng days after
entry into the Commonweal th. The cost of any exam nation
of a nonresi dent worker shall be borne by the enpl oyer.
The cost of any exam nati on of a nenber of the famly of
any nonresident worker shall be borne by either the
wor ker or the enpl oyer, as the enpl oynent contract shall

provi de. The Chief shall by regulation provide for
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annual physical examnation of nonresident workers and
famly nenbers in the GCommonwealth by any nedical
physician licensed to practice general nedicine in the
Commonweal th by the Commonweal th Medi cal Professional
Li censi ng Board when enpl oynent under this chapter will
continue for nore than one year. The cost of all
exam nations under this Section shall reflect the total
cost, including physician fees, of providing the
exam nations. Any nonresident worker or i mediatefamly
nmenber who fails to conply with this Section shall be
subj ect to i mredi ate deportationto the point or origin.
Al costs of repatriationof the nonresi dent worker shal |
be the responsibility of the enployer.

(c) Any person subject to a physical exam nation
pursuant to subdivision (b) shall surrender his or her
certificate of freedomfrom comuni cabl e di sease to the
exam ni ng physician or other designated person at the
time of the examnation. Wthin 10 working days after
t he exam nati on, t he exam ni ng physician shall transmt
the certificate to the Drector of Public Health and
Environnmental Services for transmssion to the Chief,
together with findings as to whet her there i s any nedi cal
reason that the person should not be permttedto renmain
In the Commonweal th under this Chapter. This finding
shall be based on the nedical probability that any
di sease, whether or not communi cabl e, any disability or
any other nedical matter, would result in significant

danger to the health of the inhabitants of the
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treatnment in the Commonweal th.'

Section 5. Repealer. 3 CMC, Dvision 2, Sections 2421
through 2429, "Health Care Certificate of Need", are hereby
repealed in their entirety.

Section 6. Severability. If any section of this Act

shoul d be declared invalid or unenforceable by a court of
conpetent jurisdiction, the judicial determnation shall not
affect the validity of the Act as a whole, other than the
particul ar part declared invalid or unenforceabl e.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect

upon its approval by the CGovernor or upon its becomng | aw

wi t hout such approval

CERTI FI ED BY: ATTESTED BY:
% IS4 e
PEDRG R. DELEON GUERRERO EVELYN C. FELEMING
Speaker of the House ///House clerk
é%izéco this z&d‘day of /3—65 , 1991
,,/‘:2/044vvt&c—~'<;_4=
RE . D LEON GQUERRERO
Gover nor

Commonweal th of the Northern Mari ana | sl ands
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